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Pastor’s Letter

“Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, as well as
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappado-
cia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the regions of Libya bordering Cyre-
ne, and visitors from Rome (both Jews and con-
verts to Judaism), Cretans and Arabs—we hear
them declaring the mighty works of God in our
own languages!”

Acts 2:9-12
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Happy New Year.

In the first two letters about the dis-
tinctive nature of the Wesleyan vi-
sions of the church, I presented the
ideas that the saving love of God is
meant for all people and that the sav-
ing love of God is transformative.
The final distinctive vision of the
church is that the saving love of God
creates community.

The New Testament writers witness
to this again and again, whether it is
the Pauline corpus written to church-
es (except 1 &2 Timothy, Titus, and
Philemon) or the letters to the seven
churches in Revelation 2-3.

We celebrate this vision every Pente-
cost when we read the story from
Acts 2. The verses, cited above, wit-
ness to the diverse community gath-
ered around the risen Christ and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit. The
foundational scripture is a reminder:
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The church is not an association of
like-minded individuals serving
purposes they may have devised
for themselves. Instead, it is a
community established by God,
grounded in the very life of God,
an aspect of the new creation.
(WPL: Sharing a Vision of the
Church)

If we would pause and look around
our congregation, what would we
see? While I do believe that many
of us are like-minded, I also be-
lieve First Church serves more
than just the human needs of order,
coherence, stability, belief-
reinforcement and ethical guid-
ance. A visit to an adult Sunday
school class will ground my belief
for you.

As we enter 2018, may we contin-
ue to be a community gathered
around the risen Christ and em-
powered by the Holy Spirit so that
we will be a foretaste of the new
creation.

Christ’s Servant,

%/94* f

Rev. Joseph A. Johnson
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Small Group Ministries

Dinner and the
Arts Group
offers an
opportunity for
fellowship,
dining, and the
enjoyment of a community arts
event. The group meets 4-5
times a year and is coordinated
by Mary Hallman (630-279-7578)
who accepts suggestions for
events and restaurants from
participants.

Meals Ministry meets for
cooking sessions in the church
kitchen as needed. If you know
of someone in our church family
who has experienced a loss, a
sudden illness or hospitalization
or has welcomed the birth of a
child, and might enjoy a
home-cooked
meal, please
notify Carolyn
Heiney at
cheiney@att.net
or 630-834-1426.

Film Group meets

on the first Tuesday

of the month ($5

senior rates all day

at both York and

Marcus Theaters)

with an optional "discussion
group" offered after the film at a
nearby restaurant. The next
date will be Tuesday, January 2.
Suggestions for film selection
may be made by contacting Chris
Squier (squierc@gmail.com) or
Jan Reese (gjreese@aol.com).

No Longer a
Stumbling
Block:
Turning our Lives

and Churches

info a
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for Change

Winter Warming

2018

Saturday, January 13, 2018
11:00 am—4:00 pm

First United Methodist Church of Arlington Heights
REGISTER ONLINE nicreconciling.org

Winter Warming Event is an annual UMC event that celebrates LGBT diversity.

Leading worship will be Rev. M Barclay, the first transgender person ordained by the NIC.
Keynote Address: Trans/gender, the Sacred, and Troubling Certainty.

Register online or on the day of the event at 10:15 am.

If you'd like to carpool to Arlington Heights, please contact Ed Miner.

Presented by the Northern Illinois Conference of Reconciling Ministries Network
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Christian Education

Intriguing Title for New Adult Study ~ Sunday Mornings

“Funny and self-revealing ... [] A V I [] |. .

Goetz may be part of an
emerging trend." G [] E TZ
—Denver Post

Join us for a study of this book at 9:15 Sunday mornings in the Aldersgate Room. The
first session will be January 14 and the last will be February 11 — six sessions. Doug and
Lola Hotchkis will lead the study.

\ / The full title is Death by Suburb: How to Keep the Suburbs from Killing Your Soul by
David L. Goetz. A great number of seekers find themselves in the seemingly unreal
D E ATH world of the suburbs. They read spirituality books but find themselves in carpools and

coaching soccer, not in monasteries. David Goetz, a former pastor living in Wheaton,
BY S U B U R B shows that the suburbs are a real world, but a spiritually corrosive one. The land of
SUVs and soccer leagues can truly be toxic to the soul. Suburbanites need to under-

How to Keep the stand how the environment affects them and what spiritual disciplines are needed for
Suburbs from Killing their faith to survive and thrive.
Your Soul

Goetz’ style is very humorous but his intent is very serious.

. The session on January 14 will be introductory and you won't need to do any reading for
g / ] it. The sessions after that will each cover two chapters of the book. The Elmhurst Public
P= Library has no copies but about six are available through their LinkIn system. You can
| also purchase the book yourself. The eBook for Kindle or Nook is $7.99, but there are
B other shopping sources. If you want Lola to purchase a book for you, it will cost between
i $7 and $15 depending on when it is ordered — earlier will mean a lower cost. Let her
B know if you want her to order a book for you (lola@hotchkis.org).

Don't Miss Epiphany Study on January 7
Pastor Joe concludes his Pauses for Advent ChurCh S ChOOl Re SUmes

series based on Trevor Hudson’s Words of
Wonder.with a final session on John the

Baptist at 9:15 on our first Sunday in 2018. 9 1 5_ 1 O 1 5 am on January 7

bhhLbEELbEebEhuLEE
@ All Church Retreat February 3 g

The Church Council is hosting this retreat for all church members on Saturday, February 3 from 9:00 am

to 3:00 pm. Retreat leader is the Rev. Dr. Heather Lear, Director of Evangelism Ministries at the General

Board of Discipleship. The purpose of the retreat is to assist FUMC in effectively reaching out to people

in the greater ElImhurst community. Dr. Lear will help us explore the history and legacy of FUMC, our %
communal and individual theologies of why Jesus/Church, and current demographic information. With

these tools, FUMC will begin a mapping process that will continue and build throughout the year. %

hELeLEELGEEELGE

rErdrey
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Children’s Christmas Tree Thank You!
from Carolyn Heiney

Much love and thanks to all who made our Christmas gift giving at First Church a wonderful success again this year!
Thank you to all the congregation members and friends who took names from the tree and purchased gifts. Thanks
also to those who donated money, so that the youth could shop and to the youth who purchased and wrapped many
gifts this year.

A special thanks to Lisa Rogers who not only gave up every extra
space in her office to store gifts for a week, but who also organized the
youth shopping experience. Another special thank you to Greg and
Ann Gills who filled their truck with presents and drove to Chicago to
deliver our gifts. One last thank you to Eric Wood and Jennifer Jordan
and the Gills for loading the vehicles. That takes a special talent!

Most importantly, we thank the Lord for guiding us through the pro-
cess, as we try to show children that we care. It takes a loving commu-
nity to bring so many smiles to 78 faces. Thank You First Church!

= a b=

YOUTH SHOP AND WRAP FOR GIVING TREE

Thank you to the following youth and chaperones who did an amazing
job shopping and wrapping for 25 children Bella and Lily Bjerkan, Alex,
Danny and Kim Jannusch, Carly Laurx, Callahan Meyer, Emma Rogers,
Jack and Maggie Schroeder, Sidney Valdez, Amy and Claire Vincent.
Each youth had two or three children to shop and wrap for. They were all
very thoughtful in their choices. It was a joy to spend the day shopping for
others during this wonderful season of giving.

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

.

FIRST CHURCH LIBRARY in 2018
Mark your calendar for January 21 and prepare!

A Very Merry Grace Café

from Kelley Hook & Darlene Van Meir

A heartfelt thank you to all who helped with Grace Cafe
on December 18 . We sincerely appreciate the dozens
of people who provided ingredients, offered monetary
donations, baked desserts, helped set up, greeted,
served, cleaned up and entertained. (Not to mention
those who took home all the tablecloths to wash!) 50 Ibs
of baked ham, 24 Ibs of potatoes, 20 Ibs of carrots, 4
gallons of applesauce, 100+ dinner rolls, 4 gallons of
coffee, 5 gallons of peppermint ice cream and 18 dozen
homemade cookies and brownies were served to a
record 94 guests. It is clear that this ministry is an
important one in our community. We are grateful to all
who make it possible for First Church to participate.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE
First Church is one of the founding
members of the Grace Cafe

cafee ecumenical ministry in the Elmhurst
community, which has grown over the past 9 years to
include 14 participating churches who provide meals to
the needy twice a month during the year.

The Book of Unknown Americans

rx
L
X
X
L
i@? by Cristina Henriquez
i@;? When fifteen-year-old Maribel Rivera sustains
a terrible injury, the Riveras leave behind a
comfortable life in Mexico and risk everything
i@z to come to the United States so that Maribel
can have the care she needs. This book is a
g@? stunning novel of hopes and dreams, guilt and
love—a book that offers a resonant new
i@? definition of what it means to be American.
This was a book discussion at the EImhurst
Public Library so there are many copies
i@? available in the “Book Discussion” section of
i@? the library. Colleen Sherburne will lead our
g@;z discussion on January 21.

020t0leletololeietololetetoleletele:
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Youth & Children’s Ministry

THE CHILDREN"S WORD

New this year: our 6th-12th grade
Sunday School classes prepare and
present the Children's Word once a
month during Worship.

Pictured on November 19: Grace
Vincent, Sidney Valdez and Emma
Rogers.

k
They talked to the children about God- |
given gifts from Matthew 25: 14-30.
On the same day, several other youth
lead activities about making wise
choices to learn about when Solomon
became king. The youth and children
are enjoying spending time learning
Bible stories together one time a
month.

YOUTH BREAKFAST MINISTRY

Our December Youth Breakfast
Ministry was full of Christmas
cheer. YBM is always filled with
children this time of year so we
decided to request a special
visit from a certain jolly old elf
(he is apparently a good friend
of our very own Bob Lee). In
addition, an anonymous elf left
lots of toys at the church so the
youth helped Santa pass out
the toys to the children. Our
youth, as always, did an
amazing job preparing and
serving breakfast and holiday
cheer to our guests. We also
had live Christmas music
provided by a couple of York High School musicians, Eddie Ryan and
CeCe Stumpf- THANK YOU!. Thank you, also, to the fellowship
team for decking our halls and making Wesley Hall look so festive. At
our holiday party, the youth group filled treat bags for our young
guests and had a blast handing them out to the kids. 'Tis the season!

Check the Calendar for Upcoming January Events
COMING UP ON FEBRUARY 11: YOUTH SUNDAY
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January Birthdays

Jan. 1 ... Barbara Dyer Jan. 20......... Russell Maloney
Jan. 1 .......... Joe Johnson Jan.20......... Kay Michael

Jan. 2 ......... Lola Hotchkis Jan. 21 ... Alex Jannusch
Jan4. ... Jason Janes Jan.21........ Sandy Terrell
Jan.5 .......... Greg Burkey Jan. 23......... Adelaide Hindsley
Jan. 7 ... Elizabeth Hagstrom Jan. 25 ......... Elizabeth Rudakas
Jan. 7 ......... Phil Jannusch Jan. 27 ........ AriaVoigt

Jan. 8 ... Janet Soltys Jan. 28 ......... Clare Toledo

Jan/ @ 1 ¢ Kevin Wiese Jan.29........ Jamie Falconer
Jan.9 ......... Laura Graham Jan.29........ Diego Graham
Jan. 9 ......... Elaine Ratliff Jan.30......... Sarah Eaton

Jan. 12 ... Eric Dyer Jan.31....... Chelsea Bjerkan
Jan. 13 ........ Dave Hansen Jan. 31......... Melissa Maloney
Jan. 13 ....... Doug Hindsley ~ Jan. 31......... Dylan Mooren
Jan. 15 ........ Damon Mooren

Jan. 17 ....... Henry Toledo

Jan. 19 ....... Danny Jannusch

Prayer List

Recent Concerns ~ Jennifer Grisolia and her family on the recent
death of her grandmother, Martha Ann Gracik.

James Herhold (Jeannie Herhold's husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie Her-
hold's brother-in-law),; the people of Southern California affected by
wildfires (including cousin and friends of Carol Norgaard); Ron Stasell
(cousin of Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker); Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ fa-
ther); Stephen Mathias (Jason Mathias'’s father); Matt Johnson,; Doug
Hotchkis; Rachael (daughter of Kathy Hansen'’s friend),; Darlene Gee; Tony
Sekera (Curlie Engdahl’s son-in-law); Marie Amidei (Ann Gills’ aunt) and her
family; Russell and Karen Whiles (Susan Boyd's cousin and his wife); Made-
leine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’ daughter)

Ongoing Prayers ~ Eliz Krafcky, Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of the Gri-
solias); Maria (Mike Capra’s sister),; Tricia DePasquale (Kristy Howland’s
sister-in-law); Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard'’s sister); Mary Gaier (Lola
Hotchkis’ mother),; Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski
(friend of June Muncy); Tom Mitchell (son of Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gal-
lagher & Anthony McElligott; Juanita Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother); Marge
Farrell (Ed Locke's aunt), Pat Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van
Meir), Erv and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of Marlene
Stratton); Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother), Curlie Engdahl; the home-
bound; the military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in nursing
homes; and caregivers.

Anniversaries

January 1
66th Anniversary

Cecil & Jane Stinson

January 24
21st Anniversary

Sharyl & TP Kung

Renew your Wedding Vows

Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows for

couples celebrating their 10th, 20th, 30th, 40th

and 50th anniversaries, and every anniversary
year after 50.

Contact the Office or Pastor
If you would like to schedule a renewal.

Staff Directory

General Office: (630) 834-2440

Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101
mobile: 630-9971-6632
joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator ext 100
admin@umcelmhurst.org

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries
education@umcelmhurst.org ext 103

Richard Stultz, Organist

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services
Jordan Daily Money Management
jennifer@jordan-dmm.com

Mike Capra, Custodial Services
Capra Janitorial Services
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY
Church School &
Adult Study 9:15am Silent Meditation Bulletin
in Sanctuary announcements
Worship 10:30 am 10-10:20am deadline:
12 noon each | 12 Step Group
Handbell Rehearsal Wednesday 7:30pm
11:30 am
1 2 3 4 5 6
New Year’s Day Clothing Center PADS weekend
Church Office OPEN
Closed 9-11am, 7-9pm
Happy Birthday,
Pastor Joe!
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
ShopwithScrip Winter Warming,
forms available FUMC Arlington
Heights 11am-4pm
Church School
resumes.
Handbell Choir Church Council P4C
Resumes 7pm 7pm
14 15 MLK Day 16 17 18 19 20
ShopwithScrip Clothing Center
forms due. Children’s Ministry: OPEN 9-11am
School Day Off Youth Breakfast
New Adult Study Event TBA Ministry 8:30-11
begins
February Newsletter Worship Team 7pm
Youth Group Items are DUE.
4-7pm
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
ShopwithScrip
cards for pickup
First Church Library Naomi Circle
Book Discussion 7:30pm
3:30
28 29 30 31 February 1 2 3
ALL CHURCH
RETREAT
9am-3pm

Youth Service
Rehearsal 4-8pm
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Feed My Starving Children Event
Set for Saturday, February 24, 2018

The Member Growth & Care Committee will
begin signing up Volunteers in mid-January.

If you have children, don’t miss this opportunity
to engage in a family outreach project.

Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit Christian organ-
ization committed to feeding God’s children hungry in
body and spirit. During a 2-hour shift, children and adults
hand-pack meals specifically formulated or malnourished
children, and those meals are shipped to nearly 70 coun-
tries around the world. More than 90% of total dona-
tions are spent directly on meal production.

See http://www.fmsc.org to learn more.

Mark your Calendar!
Upcoming Church Events

January 4: Clothing Center OPEN. 9-11am & 7-9pm

January 7: Choir rehearsal resumes. Come check it
out! New singers always welcome!

January 6-7: PADS Night. Volunteers needed.

January 7: Bell choir rehearsal resumes. New ringers
(music reading experience required) are welcome!

January 13: Winter Warming FUMC Arlington Heights
January 14: Youth Group. 4:00-7:00pm.

January 20: Youth Breakfast Ministry &
Clothing Center OPEN 9-11 am.

January 21: First Church Library Discussion. 3:30pm
February 3: All Church Retreat

February 4: Souper Bowl Soup Sale

February 10: Dinners for Eight

February 11: Youth Sunday

February 24: Feed My Starving Children. 4:30-
6:30pm. (All Church mission event)

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

P4C

Progressives for Change (P4C)is an inclusive
network of residents determined to make a dif-
ference in Elmhurst and beyond. Meetings are
held here in the Sanctuary at FUMC on the 2nd
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm. All mem-
bers of our congregation are welcome to attend.

Next Meeting: January 10, 7:00 pm.

Featuring: Sisters Pat Murphy and JoAnn Persch
who have worked with immigrants, refugees, older
persons and families who are homeless in Chicago.

PAC (formerly known as Action for a Better
Tomorrow—ABT) supports politics and poli-
cies that improve our community, state and our
nation, and focuses on persevering the demo-
cratic process and free press that are critical to
all of us as residents of the United States. They
partner with local and national groups on a wide
array of public policy issues. Meetings have
included state and local candidates and issue-
oriented speakers on a variety of topics.
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE
SOUPER BOWL SOUP SALE

RETURNS IN 2018 Q
TO SUPPORT UMCOR @&
Look for Order Forms in Bulletins #

United Methodist Committee on Relief

FITST Lnurcn iviissions Lommittee sponsors

Souper Bowl Soup Sale
February 4, 2018

Proceeds go to UMCOR

Soup orders due by January 21%. Soup available

. h .
for pickup on February 4. Payment due at pickup.
Please put this form in offering plate or give to Carolyn Heiney
(cheiney@att.net) or Jack Phipps (jrphipps77 @hotmail.com)

Chili costs $12 per quart. All other soups cost $11 per quart.

NAME:
Soup Choice # of quarts Total 5
Split Pea ($11)

Mild Chili ($12)

Spicy Chili ($12)

Veggie Minestrone ($11)
Chicken & Noodle ($11)
Chicken & Rice ($11)

TOTALS:
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Elmhurst, lllinois 60126
(630) 834-2440
www.umcelmhurst.org

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst
is a caring Christian community.
We are a progressive congregation;
embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a
a faithful search for a closer relationship with God.
We seek opportunities to
worship, learn, connect and serve
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.
As such, we affirm diversity
and welcome all children of God
into full participation in the life and ministries of our church
regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation,
socioeconomic status, race or marital status.

The Clothing Center is open to clients three times a month on
the first Thursday of the month from 9-11am and 7-9pm, and on
the third Saturday of the month from 9-11am. DONATIONS of
clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other household goods
may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-Friday at the main
north door. Tax receipts are available at the drop-off area. Our
Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school and
high school youth, provides a free breakfast to Clothing Center
clients on the third Saturday of every month from October
through April.

The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly. Submissions are
due to the church office by the 15th of each month via email,
admin@umcelmhurst.org.

Hurricane Relief Update

from Marlene Stratton

$1,192,405 worth of supplies have been sent to aid
the survivors of Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose, and
Maria since September.

On November 7, a 2nd shipment left MMDC bound
for Puerto Rico. It was filled with nearly 26,000
pounds of supplies: Personal Dignity Kits, Cleaning
Buckets, Layette Kits, household & bedding items
and much more.

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMHURST

232 South York Road
Elmhurst IL 60126
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference.

Snail Mail?? Email?? Unsubscribe??
Contact Sharon at (630)-834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org
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