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Pastor’s Letter

For these people’s senses have be-
come calloused. Matthew 13:9

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:

Grace and Peace to you in the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lent and Easter are early this year.
Ash Wednesday is February 14 and
Easter is April 1. As we anticipate the
holy season of self-examination, re-
pentance and forgiveness, I invite you
to consider the spiritual calluses that
have developed in your life.

When Jesus was teaching the parable
of the sower, the disciples asked him
why he taught in parables. Jesus gives
an answer that is challenging: because
the people have closed their ears, eyes
and hearts to God’s kingdom. Mat-
thew furthers Jesus’ comment by quot-
ing Isaiah 6:9-10. The Common Eng-
lish Bible translates this verse as

For this people’s senses have
become calloused, and they 've become
hard of hearing,

and they've shut their eyes so that
they won't see with their eyes

or hear with their ears or un-
derstand with their minds,

and change their hearts and
lives that [ may heal them.

February 2018

According to WEB MD, calluses are
the thickening of the outer layer of
skin and are painless. They develop
anywhere there is repeated friction
and they act as protection. As spir-
itual beings, we are not immune to
the spiritual friction in our lives. As
Christians, the main spiritual friction
in our lives is sin. We develop ways
to mitigate the pain of sin: distrac-
tion, entertainment, or avoidance.
Once we have done this, we build up
calloused senses.

On Sunday, February 18, FUMC
will hold a Healing Service for spir-
itual calluses. I will anoint with oil
and pray for healing for all who
come. In addition, a basket of hand
cream will be available as a prayer
aid. Each time you moisturize your
hands you can pray for God’s heal-
ing in your life. You can even take
a tube of lotion to a friend or co-
worker.

Jesus came that we might be healed
to live holy lives before God and in
the world. Be sure to some to wor-
ship on Sunday, February 18.

Christ’s Servant,

o Ot M

The erend Joseph/A/ Johnson
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THINGS TO DO AT FUMC

LOTS OF OPPS e
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Fellowship Hour Host *;.}zgs“‘gi( N =,
Contact: Jason Janes trplijj79@aol.com y?;rf%g “
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Contact: Jamie Falconer jcfchicago2@aol.com < &g %F‘ﬂéﬁq‘\w
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Sunday Morning Greeter A A
Contact: Tracy Meehan  tgm1120@gmail.com §f§
= 80

Altar Flower Donor
Contact: Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org

Nursery or Sunshine Room Assistant
Contact: Kristi Phipps kristina_j phipps@yahoo.com

Weekday Church Office Receptionist
Contact: Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org

Clothing Center Sorter
Contact: Beth Valdez bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net

Sunday School Teacher/Assistant

Mission Trip Driver/Chaperone

Youth Breakfast Ministry Supervisor

Youth Group Meeting Assistant

Contact: Lisa Rogers jlrogers204@comcast.net

Music for Sunday Worship
Contact: Doug Peters douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com

Monthly DuPagePads Participant
Contact: Marlene Stratton mstratton23@hotmail.com
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Meals Ministry

meets for cooking sessions in

the church kitchen as needed.
Let us know if you are aware Film
of someone in our church

Group

Small Group Ministries
family who has experienced a

Jazz Group.
"The Spiritual Side of Jazz,"
is for instrumentalists from
h%g.h school age to senior -
citizens.
loss, a sudden illness or Tuesday, February 6

A/
e {' \ Z/ Z/ Dinner and the Arts hospitalization or has Movie buffs meet on the first

welcomed the birth of a child, Tuesday of the month ($5

Group ) .
) and might enjoy a home- senior rates all day at both
. . offers an opportunity for
Currently seeking musicians, fell hio. dini dth cooked meal. York and Marcus Theaters)
. - ellowship, dining, and the
this groups goal is to meet P g with an optional "discussion

each month at the church to €njoyment of a community Notify:
explore jazz improvisation arts event. The group meets
and the joy of making music 4-5 times a year. Suggestions

group" offered after the film
Carolyn Heiney at at a nearby restaurant. Make
cheiney@att.net suggestions for film selection

together.
8 for events and restaurants (630) 834-1426.

are always welcome.

For more information: Contact:

Chris Squier
(squierc@gmail.com) or

Bruce Hook

(brucehookl@gmail.com). Coordinator:

Mary Hallman

Jan R
(630) 279-7578 an Reese

(gjreese@aol.com).

Dinner & the Arts — coming up in March
Dinner Following the Symphony

Verdi's Reqguiem

Elmhurst Christian Reformed Church
Elmhurst, Illinois

Sunaay, 11 March 2018 - 3:00 PM

R EEL

FRESH FISH = SUSHI = CHAR-BROILED STEAKS

Located in the heart of Oak Brook, Reel
Club offers an array of specialty fish dishes,

ElmhurSt Symphony OrCheStra SINCE sushi, sandwiches, salads and more. House
With the Apollo Chorus of Chicago Ensemble specialities include signature cheddar
Artists: Sarah Gartshore (Soprano), cheese popovers to start at every meal,
Laurent Decker (Mezzo Soprano); Crunchy Munchy Shrimp, Signature Sea-
Scott Ramsay (7enor); Sam Handley (Bass), food Salad, Grilled Mahi Tacos, Ginger-

Glazed Atlantic Salmon, Greek-Style Mixed
Grill, Filet Mignon “Oscar Style” and
more. We also offer a variety of homemade

SYMPHONY TICKETS are $30. desserts from Lemon Meringue Pie to Salt-
FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT MARY HALLMAN ed Caramel Pie.

272 Oakbrook Center
Oak Brook, IL 60523

Conductor: Stephen Alltop
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(Notes
Pick Stultz ~ Organist

O
EY |

Richard (Dick) Stultz joined the staff here at First United
Methodist Church in August. He grew up in Nashua, NH,
attending local public schools. He attended Tufts
University in Medford, MA, earning Bachelors degrees in
both chemical engineering and music, and earned a Master
of Sacred Music degree from Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, TX.

Dick worked in both fields of endeavor, as a product
development chemist, research group leader, and
environmental coordinator at various locations

for Bostik,Inc., retiring in 2006. At the same time, he
served as organist and choir director at churches in
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, Michigan and [llinois. In
2008 he completed education at The Chicago School for
Piano Technology, and now is the owner and technician
for Stultz Piano Services, Inc. located here in Elmhurst.

“I am very happy playing organ here with this
wonderfully musical staff and friendly congregation.”

Sharon Phillips ~ Church Administrator

After a brief sojourn in retirement, Sharon is happy to be part of the faith community at First
Church and loves being back at work. She brings prior administrative experience in non-
profit arts management as well as church administration. Previously, she served as the Direc-
tor of Youth & Family Education at her home church, St. Pauls UCC in Chicago, and has en-
joyed decades of work in Chicago’s professional off-Loop theatre as an actor and director,
manager, and arts educator. Once upon a time, Sharon lived here in the western suburbs
where she was the drama teacher & director at Addison Trail HS and was active with the The-
atre of Western Springs. Her son Brendan Phillips was born at Central Dupage! Brendan
and his wife Andarte live near her in Chicago’s west Rogers Park with her grandchildren Oli-
ver (15) and Liga (9). Her stepdaughter Kathy Freise and son-in-law Mark Atkinson live in
Beaver Dam, Virginia with her grown-up grandson Will Atkinson. Sharon considers Tulsa,
Oklahoma her home-town, but after she came north to school at Beloit College in Wisconsin,
she’s pretty much hung out in the Chicago area. And is very glad to be here.
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FEBRUARY 18

CALING S
© AR

This service will focus on healing the
spiritual calluses that prevent us from
hearing and responding to God in our
midst. After the service, a basket of
hand lotion will be available for a pray-
er aid. Each tube or bottle will have a
sentence Psalm prayer to pray while
moisturizing your hands. If you would
like to make a donation please do. The
Worship Committee will be using the
donation to buy gift cards for District

Sy SIS

Ca\ - *  FUMC WEEKLY CHALLENGE
c“‘a\\e“% {\{\ﬂ < S Beginning February 18,

cO YOQQ {ea‘ X A Spiritual Practice Challenge

will be posted weekly in the Bulletin
on our Facebook page and on the Website.

Don t miss this challenge!




February 2018 The Visitor PAGE 6

Christian Education

A New Adult Study for Lent

" Based on Jim Wallis’ book, America’s Original Sin,
this Lenten Study on anti-racism will begin February

AM E R I CA’ S 18 on Sunday mornings and February 21 on

Wednesday evenings.

O R I G I NA L The five-week series will examine the historical

context of racism in the United States during slavery,
S I N e G during Jim Crow reconstruction, and following the
Bridge toa New America i) Rights movement of the 1960s. Wallis does an
excellent job of exposing the realities of racism to the
teachings of Jesus. He call us to see our own raciem
7 and challenges Christians to stand against it.
' _ Special videos will be used to introduce the class
. each week as well as to offer an introduction to each
. ® discussion. While participants aren’t required to read
s | the book, it's certainly encouraged! The series will be
98 held in Applegate and will be led by Ed Miner.

Foreward by BRYAN STEVENSON

bhhLbEELbEebEhuLEE
@ All Church Retreat February 3 g

The Church Council is hosting this retreat for all church members on Saturday, February 3 from 9:00 am
to 3:00 pm. Retreat leader is the Rev. Dr. Heather Lear, Director of Evangelism Ministries at the General

Board of Discipleship. The purpose of the retreat is to assist FUMC in effectively reaching out to people
in the greater ElImhurst community. Dr. Lear will help us explore the history and legacy of FUMC, our %

communal and individual theologies of why Jesus/Church, and current demographic information. With
these tools, FUMC will begin a mapping process that will continue and build throughout the year. %

hELeLEELGEEELGE

rErdrey
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Youth & Children’s Ministry

YOUTH SUNDAY is FEBRUARY 11

Youth Group has been busy in January planning and preparing for the upcoming Youth Service on February 11. They

have worked very hard to present a service that is near and dear to them.

PLEASE COME

Experience worship that springs from the hearts and minds of our youth.

JANUARY 15

MARTIN
LUTHER
KING, JR.
DAY AT
FUMC

GOD LOOKS
AT OUR
HEARTS,
NOT OUR
SKINS

Celebrating Martin Luther King, Jr. Day together were 13 of our First Church children and 6 guests. Through various activities
and games we spent the morning remembering and rejoicing that God made and loves us all.
Martin Luther King Jr. taught us three things that we wanted to pass on to our children:

(GOD MADE YOU SPECIAL
GOD LOVES EVERYONE

WITH GOD WE CAN KEEP OUR DREAMS AND HOPES ALIVE

Thank you to our wonderful helpers Nancy Goodner, Kristi Phipps, Anne Mathias and Emma Rogers.
We could not have had this event without your enthusiastic assistance.

FUMC YOUTH on 2 WEEKEND TRIPS in SUMMER 2018 SUMMER

JULY 13-15. 10th-12th grade youth
LifeFest Christian Rock Festival in OshKosh WI

AUGUST 3-5. All youth (6th-12th grades) M I S SI ON

Wesley Woods, Willams Bay WI

For environmental work, spiritual growth , and a lot of fun TRIP S

If you would like to participate with either of these trips as a driver/chaperone
please contact Lisa Rogers at jrogers204@comcast.net. We would love to have you!



mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,
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DuPagePads Adds 12 New Sup-

portive Housing Units

People Move
from
a Pad on the Floor
To
a Key in the Door!

A PADS Update from Marlene Stratton

Opening doors
Building futures

Ending homelessness

For over 30 years of service, DuPagePads is the largest provider of services to those who are homeless in DuPage County.
With your support, we were able to assist 383 people in obtaining a place to call "home" last year.

Housing ends homelessness. Recently, DuPagePads received funding for 12 new Supportive Housing apartment units,
providing the opportunity to transform the lives of 12 chronically homeless individuals. These apartments not only give
people a place to call “home,” but save taxpayer dollars. DuPagePads is recognized in DuPage County as the largest pro-
vider of Supportive Housing, now with 94 apartment units, for families and individuals who have been homeless for a year
or longer and have a documented disability such as mental illness, physical disability or substance abuse. This housing not
only provides safety and stability, but tenants also receive ongoing case management which keeps them focused on their life
goals, improving their health, obtaining financially security and becoming productive members of their community. Suc-
cessful at ending homelessness, 89% of Supportive Housing tenants have been in their housing for a year or longer. With
clients no longer cycling through emergency rooms, detox centers and prisons, a cost saving occurs to the medical, mental
health, substance abuse and criminal justice systems, making communities healthier and safer. Calculations show that last
year these units saved taxpayers over $2.5 million alone, all while improving
participants’ health.

Transforming Apartments into “Homes”. To help turn these apartments
into homes, many organizations came together to furnish the units. The Assis-
tance League of Chicagoland West supplied all 12 apartments with kitchen
sets which included glassware, pots, pans, cooking utensils, cleaning supplies, -
a cookbook and small appliances like coffee pots and crockpots, all brand
new. BMO Harris Bank donated $2,000 worth of bathroom supplies and ac-
cessories for the new apartments and Serta Simmons Bedding in Hoffman Es-
tates, donated 12 new mattresses and 7 new box springs for clients to sleep.

First Church joins numerous congregations

in donating new and gently used furniture and household items:
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints in Naperville
Congregation Etz Chaim in Lombard

Corpus Christi Catholic Church in Carol Stream First United Methodist Church in Elmhurst

Holy Cross Lutheran in Wheaton Immaculate Conception Parish in Elmhurst

Lutheran Church of the Master in Carol Stream St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Downers Grove

St. John’s Lutheran Church in Lombard St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church of Chicago in Lombard
Bethel United Church of Christ in Elmhurst Visitation Catholic Church in Elmhurst

An Unforgettable Day — Clients recall their feelings the day they moved in:

“When I put the key in the door for the first time, I was overwhelmed with many emotions:
excitement, disbelief, happiness and lastly, pride,” —James

“Everywhere I looked in the apartment was a reminder that someone cared: from the bed to the microwave to the lamp.
1 just remember thinking I can’t believe this is mine.” —Emily


https://dupagepads.org/what-we-do/permanent-supportive-housing/
https://dupagepads.org/what-we-do/permanent-supportive-housing/
http://www.alcw.org/
http://www.alcw.org/
https://www.bmoharris.com/main/personal
https://jobs.sertasimmons.com/index.html
https://jobs.sertasimmons.com/index.html
https://www.lds.org/?lang=eng
https://congetzchaim.org/
https://www.corpuschristicarolstream.org/
http://www.holycrosswheaton.org/
http://www.icelmhurst.org/default.asp?sec_id=180009300
http://www.lcotm.org/
http://www.saintandrewschurch.net/
http://www.stjohnslombard.org/wordpress/
http://www.stthomasmtcchicago.org/
https://www.bethel-ucc.org/
https://www.visitationparish.org/
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STARVING
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Feed My Starving Children Event in Aurora
4:30-6:30 Saturday, February 24, 2018

If you have children, don’t miss this opportunity
to engage in a family outreach project. Member
Growth & Care Committee is continuing sign-ups
through February 17.

Questions? Contact Dena Vincent
dvincentl46@sbcglobal.net or 630-782-6839

Feed My Starving Children is a non-profit Christian organ-
ization committed to feeding God’s children hungry in
body and spirit. During a 2-hour shift, children and adults
hand-pack meals specifically formulated or malnourished
children, and those meals are shipped to nearly 70 coun-

CHILOREN

tries around the world. More than 90% of total dona-
tions are spent directly on meal production.

WINTER WARMING WRAPUP

By Ed Miner

On January 13, Northern Illinois Conference Reconcil-
ing United Methodists held their Winter Warming at
First United Methodist Church of Arlington Heights.
This annual event celebrates the inclusion and ac-
ceptance of our gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
brothers and sister and their allies.

This year’s key-note presentation was made by Rev. M
Barclay. Mis is the first openly transgender person
ordained by the Northern Illinois Conference.

Their presentation intro-
duced many of us to the

topic of transgender peo-
ple and people who are
non-binary — neither
male nor female.

RECONCILING MINISTRIES NETWORK

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

P4C

Progressives for Change (P4C) is an inclusive
network of residents determined to make a dif-
ference in Elmhurst and beyond. Meetings are
normally held here in the Sanctuary at FUMC
on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm.
All members of our congregation are welcome
to attend. Because of Ash Wednesday service
on February 14, this month’s meeting has been
rescheduled for:

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 7:00 PM

PAC (formerly known as Action for a Better
Tomorrow—ABT) supports politics and poli-
cies that improve our community, state and our
nation, and focuses on persevering the demo-
cratic process and free press that are critical to
all of us as residents of the United States. They
partner with local and national groups on a wide
array of public policy issues. Meetings have
included state and local candidates and issue-
oriented speakers on a variety of topics.
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February Birthdays

Feb 1 Colleen Sherburne Feb 20 Jim Fetty
Feb 2 Sharon Phillips
Feb 3 Sue Griswold
Feb 5 Shirley Hazelton

Feb 6 Mary Eleanor Wall

Mary Hallman
Feb 21 Carlos Garcia
Feb 22 Kristy Howland
Feb 24 Albert Dimond
Feb 7 Julia Fetty Kirsten Klang

Feb 8 Juan Valdez Feb 27 Rachel Sterner

Feb 10John Carson
Elsie Phipps

Feb 13 John Rudakas

Feb 17 Gail Wernette

Prayer List

Recent Concerns ~ Prayers of condolences and healing for Ann Gills and
her extended family at the death of her aunt Marie Amidei on January 26;
Eliz Krafeky, Ray Lynn (friends of Jamie Falconer) Jim Gee; Marlene Strat-
ton; Kenneth Timmons (brother of Shirley Hazelton).

Jennifer Grisolia and family on the death of her grandmother Martha Ann
Gracik; James Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie
Herhold's brother-in-law); Ron Stasell (cousin of Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker);
Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ father); Matt Johnson, Doug Hotchkis; Rachael
(daughter of Kathy Hansen’s friend); Darlene Gee; Tony Sekera (Curlie Eng-
dahl’s son-in-law); Marie Amidei (Ann Gills’ aunt) and her family; Russell and
Karen Whiles (Susan Boyd'’s cousin and his wife); Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy
Strauss’ daughter)

Ongoing Prayers ~ Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of the Grisolias); Maria
(Mike Capra’s sister); Tricia DePasquale (Kristy Howland'’s sister-in-law),
Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard's sister); Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ moth-
er); Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of June
Muncy); Tom Mitchell (son of Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & Anthony
McElligott; Juanita Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother); Marge Farrell (Ed
Locke's aunt), Pat Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van Meir); Erv
and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of Marlene Stratton),
Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie Engdahl; the homebound; the
military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in nursing homes;
and caregivers.

PAGE 10

Anniversaries

®
February 5~35th Anniversary \.' .
Gail & Jan Wernette \‘\

February 9~10th Anniversary
Damon & Kolleen Mooren

February 26~24th Anniversary
Peter & Deborah Meyer

Renew your Wedding Vows

Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows for
couples celebrating their 10th, 20th, 30th, 40th
and 50th anniversaries,
and every anniversary year after 50.

Contact the Office or Pastor
If you would like to schedule a renewal.

Staff Directory

General Office: (630) 834-2440

Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101
mobile: 630-9971-6632
joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator ext 100
admin@umcelmhurst.org

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries
education@umcelmhurst.org ext 103

Richard Stultz, Organist

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services
Jordan Daily Money Management
jennifer@jordan-dmm.com

Mike Capra, Custodial Services
Capra Janitorial Services


mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:education@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY
Church School &
Adult Study 9:15am Silent Medlitation Bulletin
in Sanctuary announcements
Worship 10:30 am 10-10:20am deadline:
12 noon each | 12 Step Group
Handbell Rehearsal Wednesday 7-'30pm
11:30 am
1 2 3
Clothing Center
OPEN ALL CHURCH
9-11am, 7-9pm RETREAT
9am-3pm
P4C Meet the
Candidate 7pm
4 COMMUNION 5 6 7 8 9 10
SUNDAY
Men of Spirito! sing in
worship
Souper Bowl Soups Youth Service
ShopwithScrip forms Film Group Rehearsal 4-8pm
available
Youth Service Dinners for Eight
Planning 4-8
1 12. 13 14 Valentine’s Day | 15 16 17
YOUTH SUNDAY Clothing Center
ShopwithScrip forms OPEN 9-11am
due. Deadline for Youth Breakfast
VISITOR Ministry 8:30-11
Church Council ASH
7pm WEDNESDAY P4C
Worship at 7pm 7pm
18 19 Presidents Day | 20 21 22 23 24
Youth Breakfast Out
FIRST SUNDAY IN Feed My Starving
LENT Children Event
HEALING SERVICE 4:30 Aurora
) ) Worship Team
ShopwithScrip cards 7pm Elmhurst Choral
for pickup Union Concert
4:00 FUMC
Lenten Study 7pm
25 26 27 28 March 1 2 3
SECOND SUNDAY PADS weekend
IN LENT Clothing Center
OPEN
Capital Campaign Naomi Circle 9-11am, 7-9pm
CELEBRATION 7:30pm

LUNCHEON 11:30

Lenten Study 7pm




FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

OF
ELMHURST

232 South York Street
Elmhurst, lllinois 60126
(630) 834-2440
www.umcelmhurst.org

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst
is a caring Christian community.
We are a progressive congregation;
embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a
a faithful search for a closer relationship with God.
We seek opportunities to
worship, learn, connect and serve
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.
As such, we affirm diversity
and welcome all children of God
into full participation in the life and ministries of our church
regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation,
socioeconomic status, race or marital status.

The Clothing Center is open to clients three times a month on
the first Thursday of the month from 9-11am and 7-9pm, and on
the third Saturday of the month from 9-11am. DONATIONS of
clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other household goods
may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-Friday at the main
north door. Tax receipts are available at the drop-off area. Our
Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school and
high school youth, provides a free breakfast to Clothing Center
clients on the third Saturday of every month from October
through April.

The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly. Submissions are
due to the church office by the 15th of each month via email,
admin@umcelmhurst.org.

ASH WEDNESDAY
WORSHIP SERVICE
7:00 PM

FEBRUARY 14
IN THE
SANCTUARY

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMHURST

232 South York Street
Elmhurst IL 60126
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference.
Snail Mail?? Email?? Unsubscribe??
Contact Sharon at (630)-834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org



mailto:jan.martin@umcelmhurst.org

