
But God chose what the world considers 
foolish to shame the wise. 

God chose what the world considers 
weak to shame the strong.   

1 Corinthians 1:27 

Dear Brothers and Sister in Christ: 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Lent-Easter cycle begins and ends 
on double holidays this year.  Lent began 
on Valentine’s Day and it ends on Easter 
which is April 1 this year.  I have had 
conversations with colleagues about 
April Fool’s Day pranks on Easter Sun-
day: broccoli in the plastic Easter eggs, 
hiding the Easter flowers, etc.   Don’t 
worry no pranks are planned. (Honestly!) 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul describes the 
cross of Jesus as foolishness and weak-
ness in the eyes of the world.  While 
Christianity has many traditions, one I 
would like to briefly explore with you is 
that of the holy fool.   

The patron saint of holy fools is Simeon 
Salos of Emress.  After several years of 
retreat in the desert, eating only lentils, 
he returned to town with a dead dog tied 
around his waist.  When he went to 
mass, he’d throw nuts at the priest.  He 
helped people about town but never 
while anyone was watching.  He poked 
fun at anyone’s attempts at being “holier 
than thou.” 

Jim Forest, author and secretary of the 
Orthodox Peace Fellowship, writes:  

 

“Holy fools pose the question: Are we 

keeping heaven at a distance by clinging 

to the good regard of others, prudence, 

and what those around us regard as 

‘sanity’?   

In Mark 3:21, Jesus’ family thought he 
was out of his mind.  I want to pause 
here and be clear, holy fools are not 
people who live with mental illness.  
Holy fools are people who question 
and challenge the norms of their    
society. Through their foolishness 
they seek to provoke change of heart 
and mind. 

To be certain, holy fools are an      
extreme form of asceticism and I  
wonder if there might be some room 
for holy fools in our current historical 
setting.  Are there norms that need 
nuts thrown at them or that we need 
to drop because they are keeping 
heaven at a distance?  Does our   
desire for other’s regard limit our  
freedom and cripple our ability to 
love? 

As we journey through Lent to Easter, 
maybe each one of us can practice 
some holy foolishness so that God’s 
kingdom may come on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Christ’s Servant, 

 

 

Reverend Joseph A. Johnson 

P.S.  Please leave your nuts at home! 
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Open hearts.  

Open minds.  

Open doors. 
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                March 2018 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 25  Palm Sunday Procession with the Palms 10:30 am 

MARCH  29 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion   7:00 pm 

MARCH 30  Good Friday  Seven Last Words of Christ 7:00 pm 

APRIL 1  Easter Sunday Brunch    9:00 am 

      Easter Vigil Fire   10:15 am 

      Easter  Service   10:30 am 
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Holy Week 2018 Schedule 

Faith Sharing 
Brewpoint Workshop and Roastery  

March 24, 1-2:30 pm 
 

Pastor Joe will lead faith exploration with scripture, 

visual faith tools, and ~ of course ~ coffee.  This will 

be a dialogue with FUMC visitors.  Pastor Joe requests 

a few members to join him.  Please let him know if you 

would like to participate by March 19. 
 

The Workshop and Roastery is located at 617 N. York 

Rd.  Elmhurst, IL.  (across from Mariano’s) 

 

 



Watch the Oscars 

at home on 

Sunday March 4 

and then join the 

Film Group 
Tuesday,  MARCH 6 

 

 

Movie buffs meet on the first Tuesday of the month ($5 

senior rates all day at both York and Marcus Theaters) with 

an optional "discussion group" offered after the film at a 

nearby restaurant.  Make suggestions for film selection  
 

Contact:  

Chris Squier (squierc@gmail.com) or  

Jan Reese (qjreese@aol.com). 

 

Small Group Ministries in MarchSmall Group Ministries in MarchSmall Group Ministries in March   
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   Dinner & the Arts  
   Offers an Opportunity for Fellowship, Dining, and the 

   Shared Enjoyment of a Community Arts Event.  
 

THIS MONTH IT’S 

Verdi's Requiem 
Elmhurst Christian Reformed Church    Elmhurst, Illinois 

Sunday, 11 March 2018 - 3:00 PM 
 

Elmhurst Symphony Orchestra 
With the Apollo Chorus of Chicago Ensemble 

Artists: Sarah Gartshore (Soprano);  

Laurent Decker (Mezzo Soprano);  

Scott Ramsay (Tenor);  

Sam Handley (Bass);  

Conductor: Stephen Alltop 
 

SYMPHONY TICKETS are $30. 

FOR RESERVATIONS, CONTACT MARY HALLMAN 630-279-7578  

Followed by dinner together  

at the Reel Club, 272 Oakbrook Center, in Oak Brook 

Meals Ministry 
Join us for a Cooking Session 

St. Patrick’s Saturday ~ March 17 ~ 1:30 pm 

As we prepare food for those in our church family who have 

experienced a loss or sudden illness or have welcomed the 

birth of a child and might enjoy a home-cooked meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Kelley Hook at khhook1@gmail.com. 
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Why Jesus… 

Why the Church? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Retreat Report  
Twenty-six people gathered on February 3 to listen to the Rev. Dr. Heather Lear, director of evangelism at  

Discipleship Ministries.   Lear shared with us the mission of The United Methodist Church: to make disciples 

of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We evaluated the bulletin and newsletter from the  

perspective of a new person visiting the church and considered a holistic perspective on evangelism.  She also 

shared several tools which will assist FUMC in this process. 
 

& Next Steps 
 

      FUMC’s next step will be a follow-up meeting  

      March 13 at 7-8:30 pm in Wesley Hall.  

      RSVP to Sharon in the church office by March 6 

       

     This will the first of bimonthly sessions  

             for our 

     First Church Initiative 

          Strengthening & Growing the Church for the 21st Century 
 

 

 

NOTE: All  are encouraged to participate. 

However, if you weren’t able to  attend the Retreat on February 3,  you are asked to come at 6:00 pm 

for a one hour briefing to become acquainted with the process, concepts and models being used.   

If you have questions, please contact Council Chair Jason Janes at trpljjj79@aol.com 

Thanks to Kathy Hansen 

for designing the retreat tables     

& centerpieces. 

Rev. Dr. Heather Lear 
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FUMC Weekly Len-

ten Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join the FUMC 

weekly Lenten Chal-

lenge.  Beginning 

February 18, a spir-

 

Thanks to all who participated in the Feed My 

Starving Children  family outreach event on 

Saturday, February  24!  Our group of 70 

helped pack 248 boxes of MannaPack Rice, 

providing 53,568 meals ~ which will feed 

147 kids for a year.  Awesome! 
 

Report & Photos from Dena Vincent 

While giving our 
time is a great 

thing, Feed My 
Starving 

Children also 
relies heavily on 

monetary 
donations to 

fund their 
cause.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

For the meals we provided,  
the cost to produce and ship those meals is $11,785.   
FMSC is an efficient charity, meaning over 90% of funds 
raised go directly back to providing meals.   
You can make a donation directly to FMSC, via mail  
 

Feed My Starving Children 

401 93rd Avenue NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55433  

 

              Or online at www.fmsc.org 
     https://give.fmsc.org/checkout/donation?eid=76206 



Christian Education & Youth MinistryChristian Education & Youth MinistryChristian Education & Youth Ministry   
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 Lenten Study for Adults 
Sunday Mornings  at 9:15 am  Feb 18, Feb 25, Mar 4, Mar 11, Mar 18, Mar 25 

Wednesday Evenings at 7;00pm   Feb 28. Mar 25, Mar 28 

 

Based on Jim Wallis’ book, America’s Original Sin, this Lenten Study on anti-

racism  examines the historical context of  racism in the United States during 

slavery, during Jim Crow reconstruction, and following the Civil Rights 

movement of the 1960s.  Wallis does an excellent job of exposing the realities 

of racism to the teachings of Jesus. He calls us to see our own racism and 

challenges Christians to stand against it.   Special videos will be used to 

introduce the class each week as well as to offer an introduction to each 

discussion.  While participants aren’t required to read the book, it’s certainly 

encouraged!  The series will be held in Applegate and will be led by Ed Miner. 

 

A Prayer by Emilio Castro from Session 3:  The Meaning of Repentance 

O God, may your church discover its life with groups of people who suffer injustice and remain unheard. 

May your church be the church of the voiceless.   

Let your church struggle with all who struggle and so find the way of your cross. 

and the way to true responsibility. Amen 

Church School News 
FEBRUARY OFFERING for FMSC:  Our church school 
children chose to support Feed My Starving Children with 
their church school offering this  past month.  And many  
of them participated in our outreach event on February 24 
with their families.  Adding to their generous donation of 
time, they are giving  $126.81 to this worthwhile organiza-
tion. Way to go! 

NEXT OFFERING supports the FOOD PANTRY. 
During the next several weeks, the children will be mak-
ing their offering to support the Elmhurst Food Pantry. In 
May, our 2

nd
-5

th
 grade class will use that money to shop 

for items most needed at the pantry. 
 

 

DONATE JEWEL Monopoly Cards to the PANTRY 
Look for the Jar on the Pantry Table in Wesley Hall.. 

LETTERS 
 

___________________________________________ 

 

FROM TOM & GAIL in MICHIGAN 
 

Hello to all of our First Church family!  
Please note our new address and let us 
know if you are ever headed to our area.  

 

Tom Hams and Gail Upson 
2615 Overridge Dr. 

Ann Arbor MI  48104 
(630) 414-4164  

_____________________ 

FROM THE LONE STAR STATE 
& 

Rachel Sterner 
2803 King’s Crossing Dr.  Unit 321 

Kingwood TX 77345 
(630) 643-3002 

 



PAGE 7 The Vis i tor  March 2018  

 

The youth did an excellent job presenting the YOUTH SERVICE on February 11.  Using the theme 
Lost and Found they conveyed the theme through sharing personal stories, songs, skits, scripture 
and prayer. Thank you to all the youth who worked so hard to create such an amazing worship 

experience and a special thank you to Dick Stultz for accompanying the youth on the piano.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

Check out the Youth Survey results 

on the church FB page! 

 

A few spots still open for each of these terrific YOUTH trips! 

Interested but haven’t signed up?? Contact Lisa** TODAY! 
 

JULY 13-15.  10th-12th grade youth  

   LifeFest Christian Rock Festival in OshKosh WI  
 

AUGUST 3-5. All youth (6th-12th grades) 

   Wesley Woods, Willams Bay WI 

   For environmental work, spiritual growth , and a lot of fun 

** jrogers204@comcast.net.  
 

If you would like to participate with either of these trips as a driver/chaperone  

We would love to have you! 

2018 
SUMMER 
MISSION 

TRIPS 

YAY, God!! 

Brass Quintet 

Amazing Grace 

Group Hug 

mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,
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First Church Library             

ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE 

Sunday, March 18 ~ 11:30-12:30  

Browse the Shelves 

Discover new Treasures 

Treat Yourself to some Fellowship Food 

And come back at 3:30  

for a  

WHOLEHEARTED  

DISCUSSION 
led by Ruth Zervas on 
Brené  Brown’s  Best-Selling Book 
 

 

 

 Last Library Book Discussion before Summer ~ Sunday, March 18 ~ 3:30pm 
This New York Times best seller shares ten guideposts on the 

power of wholehearted living – a way of engaging with the world 

from a place of worthiness. Each day we face a barrage of images 

and messages from society and the media telling us who, what, 

and how we should be. In her ten guideposts, Brown engages our 

minds, hearts, and spirits as she explores how we can cultivate the 

courage, compassion, and connection to wake up in the morning 

and think, "No matter what gets done and how much is left un-

done, I am enough," and to go to bed at night thinking, "Yes, I am 

sometimes afraid, but I am also brave. And, yes, I am imperfect 

and vulnerable, but that doesn't change the truth that I am worthy 

of love and belonging." 

 

No need to buy the book if you have a library card.  

The Elmhurst Public Library owns a few copies and more copies are 

available through the library’s LinkIn system.  

 

If you have any questions, see Lola Hotchkis. 

 

Treasures on the Lower Level  

Room 101 
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Please consider ordering a plant to be delivered to one of our homebound members.  This simple gesture lets them know we 

care and are thinking about them at this special time of year.  If you would like to donate a plant to this ministry, please 

designate below.  The H.U.G.S. team will deliver any plants marked as such. If you would be able to assist H.U.G.S. in their 

deliveries, please indicate below.   

2018 EASTER FLOWERS 
We are once again taking orders for a variety of spring flowers 

to adorn our worship space on Easter Sunday ~ April 1. 

 

There are five lovely varieties to choose from. 

 

Orders will be taken through March 18.  

Plants being taken home will be available following the 10:30 Worship on Easter, April 1. 
 

Quantity          Description          Each         Total           Donate plant     I’ll take 

plant  

                        to HUGS    home 

______  6 ½” Easter Lily (5-6 bloom)  $14.00   $_______ _______ ______ 

______  7 ½” Easter Lily (2 stem plant)  $24.00   $_______ _______ ______ 

______  7” Tulip (9-bulb)    $14.00   $_______ _______ ______ 

______  7” Daffodil    $15.00   $_______ _______ ______ 

______  7” Blue Hydrangea (5+ bloom)  $20.00   $_______ _______ ______ 

______  7” Pink Hydrangea (5+ bloom)  $20.00  $_______ _______ ______ 

  

   TOTAL ORDER  $________________ 

Please make Checks payable to First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst. 

 

Order placed by  _________________________________________________________ 

                          (Your Name) 

PLEASE PRINT: 

This/these flowers are given in memory of __________________________________________  
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This/these flowers are given in honor of ____________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______ Yes, I will help the H.U.G.S. team deliver the plants to the homebound.   

 

Name to whom I will take flowers:   ______________________________________________ 



Prayer List  

March  Birthdays 

Recent Concerns ~  Chris Ladd, Julie Murphy(daughter of Phyllis Loeh-
man); Irene Cripe (cousin of Phyllis Loehman);  Alex Hamilton; Kay Mi-
chael; Ann Gills and her family on the death of her aunt Marie Amidei on 
January 16; Phyllis Williams; Eliz Krafecky and Ray Lynn (friends of 
Jamie Falconer); Jim Gee.  

 
Jennifer Grisolia and family on the death of her grandmother Martha Ann 

Gracik; James Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie 
Herhold’s brother-in-law); Ron Stasell (cousin of  Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker); 
Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ father); Matt Johnson; Doug Hotchkis; Rachael 
(daughter of Kathy Hansen’s friend); Darlene Gee; Tony Sekera (Curlie Eng-
dahl’s son-in-law); Russell and Karen Whiles (Susan Boyd’s cousin and his 
wife); Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’ daughter) 
 
Ongoing Prayers ~ Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of the Grisolias); Maria 

(Mike Capra’s sister); Tricia DePasquale (Kristy Howland’s sister-in-law); 
Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard’s sister); Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ moth-
er); Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of June 
Muncy); Tom Mitchell (son of Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & Anthony 
McElligott; Juanita Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother); Marge Farrell (Ed 
Locke's aunt); Pat Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van Meir); Erv 
and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of Marlene Stratton); 
Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie Engdahl; the homebound; the 
military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in nursing homes; 
and caregivers. 

 

Renew your Wedding Vows 
Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows for couples celebrating their 10th, 20th, 

30th, 40th and 50th anniversaries, and every anniversary year after 50.  
 

Contact the Office or Pastor  if you would like to schedule a renewal. 

  Anniversaries 

March 18                                                   

Jason & Christine Janes (12)    
 

March 21                                                                

Jim & Darlene Gee (48) 
 

March 25                                                                

Jason & Kristine Gross (12) 
 

March 28                                                                

Darren & Nancy Goodner (9) 
 

March 28                                                                

Stephen & Chris Squier (37) 
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Staff Directory 
 

 

General Office: (630) 834-2440 
 

Rev. Joseph  A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101  

 mobile: 630-991-6632  

 joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org  

 

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator ext 100 

 admin@umcelmhurst.org 

 

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry 

 

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries  

 education@umcelmhurst.org ext 103  

 

Richard Stultz, Organist 

 

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services 

 Jordan Daily Money Management  

 jennifer@jordan-dmm.com 

 

Mike Capra, Custodial Services 

 Capra Janitorial Services 

 

March 2 ....... David Vincent                    

March 3 ....... Lyndon Dimond 

March 6 ....... Mike Capra               

March 7 ....... Isabel Shick   

March 8 ....... Jan Wernette                               

March 9 ....... Declan Maloney              

March 10 ..... Heather Cross 

March 10 ..... Alena Givens 

March 11 ..... Jack Schroeder             

March 14 ..... Naomi Olsen            

March 16 ..... Audrey Klang 

March 17 ..... Brianna Maki     

March 20 ..... Michael Gills               

March 20 ..... Phyllis Williams              

March 20 ..... Eric Wood                

March 22 ..... Jack Phipps            

March 22 ..... Chris Ratliff                    

March 24 ..... Joleen Dimond              

March 25 ..... Carol Most 

March 28 ..... Dave Cooke                   

March 28 ..... Sidney Valdez                              

March 29 ..... Bridget Maki 

March 31 ..... Kolleen Mooren                                        

  

mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:education@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY  
 

Church School & 
Lenten Study 9:15am 
   
Worship  10:30 am 
 
Handbell Rehearsal 

11:30 am 

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 

Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
announcements 

deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 
 

12 Step Group 
7:30pm 

        

WEEKLY 
 
 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 

   1 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 
 
 
 

2 

 

3 PADS WEEKEND 
 
 
Youth PADS Event 
5-9pm 
 

 

4 COMMUNION  
THIRD SUNDAY IN 
LENT 
 
 

ShopwithScrip forms 
available 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
Film Group 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lenten Study 7pm 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 UMCOR Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT 
ShopwithScrip due. 
Youth Group 4-6pm 

12. 13 
 
 
 
 
Retreat Briefing 
6pm 
Initiative Meeting 
7pm 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

P4C    7pm 

15 
Deadline  for  
VISITOR 
 
 
Endowment 
Grants DUE 

16 
 

17  St 
Patrick’s  
Day 
 

Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
Youth Breakfast 
Ministry 8:30-11 
 

Meals Ministry 1:30 

18 

Youth Breakfast Out 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN 
LENT 
 

ShopwithScrip pickup 
 

First Church Library 
Open House 11:30  
Book Discussion 3:30 

9  20 Election Day 
 

21 First Day of 
Spring 
 
 

 

Worship Team 

 7pm 

 

Lenten Study 7pm 

22 
 

23 
 
 

 

24 
 
Faith Sharing with 
Pastor Joe at 
Brewpoint Roastery 
1-2:30pm  

25 26 

 

 

27 

 

28 
 
 
 

Naomi Circle 

7:30pm 

 
Lenten Study 7pm 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MAUNDY  
THURSDAY  
7pm Service 

30 

 

 

 
 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

7pm Service 

31 

 

March 2018 

Dinner & the Arts 

Sunday 3pm 



 The Clothing Center is open to clients three times a month on 
the first Thursday of the month from 9-11am and 7-9pm, and on 
the third Saturday of the month from 9-11am. DONATIONS of 
clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other household goods 
may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-Friday at the main 
north door. Tax receipts are available at the drop-off area. Our 
Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school and 
high school youth, provides a free breakfast to Clothing Center 
clients on the third Saturday of every month from October 
through April.  

 The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly. Submissions are 
due to the church office by the 15th of each month via email, 
admin@umcelmhurst.org.  

232 South York Street  
Elmhurst, Illinois  60126 

(630) 834-2440   
www.umcelmhurst.org 

FIRST UNITED        
METHODIST 
CHURCH  
OF 
ELMHURST  

 

 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ELMHURST  

232 South York Street 

Elmhurst IL 60126 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference. 

Snail Mail??   Email??  Unsubscribe?? 
Contact Sharon at (630)-834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org 

 

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst 

is a caring Christian community. 

We are a progressive congregation; 

embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a 

a faithful search for a closer relationship with God. 

We seek opportunities to 

worship, learn, connect and serve 

in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.  

As such, we affirm diversity 

and welcome all children of God 

into full participation in the life and ministries of our church 

regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, race or marital status. 

 

Celebrate Easter 
at First Church 
Sunday, April 1 
 

9:00   Easter Brunch 

10:15 Easter Vigil Fire 

10:30 Easter  Service 

mailto:jan.martin@umcelmhurst.org

