
How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity.  
Psalm 133:1 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of the Risen Christ. 

 

It is with some irony and hope that I write this update regarding the Commission on a 

Way Forward . It is ironic because fifty-years ago on April 23, 1968, the United 

Methodist Church came into being and now we are debating if we can remain united.   

 

I am hopeful because in this 

Easter Season, we celebrate the 

new creation emerging from the 

old. 

 

As you recall, in an effort to avoid 

schism, the 2016 General 

Conference asked the Council of 

Bishops (COB) to propose a way 

forward that would maintain the 

unity of the church without 

uniformity around human 

sexuality.  The COB formed a 

commission to devise a plan.  

Last month in Dallas, the COB 

met to consider two models for 

moving forward.  Both of these 

models would remove the 

prohibitory language in the Book 

of Discipline regarding self-

avowed practicing homosexuals.  

(This is disciplinary language left 

over from the 1970s.)   
 

Pastor’s Letter continued on Page 2 
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The two models proposed by the Commission on the Way Forward are: 
 

1.  The one-church model would give conferences, churches and pastors the flexibility to “uniquely reach 

 their missional context in relation to human sexuality without changing the connectional nature of The 

 United Methodist Church.” 
 

2.  The multi-branch, one-church model would include shared doctrine and services and one Council of 

 Bishops, while also creating different branches that have clearly defined values such as accountability, 

 contextualization and justice. The five U.S. jurisdictions would be replaced by three connectional 

 conferences, each covering the whole country, based on theology and perspective on LGBTQ ministry 

 — progressive, contextual and  traditional branches. Annual conferences would decide with which 

 connectional conference to affiliate. 
 

The focus in both of these models is:  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AUTONOMY IN DECIDING ISSUES OF HUMAN SEXUALITY.   
 

Next steps include these two models being sent back to the Commission for refining based on the  February 

meeting of the Council of Bishops. 
 

The Council of Bishops gives cautious optimism.  Our own Bishop Dyck when I asked her, responded: 

I fully support the work of the Commission on the Way Forward.  It is my hope that the delegates to 

the special General Conference 2019 will recognize that the Commission’s hard and careful work 

(meeting for over 35 days in the last 1 1/2 years) represents a majority of people in the United 

Methodist Church across the world as opposed to any one segment.  A future with hope for our 

church must be based on unity in one mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ as opposed to unity 

based on agreement on one issue.  Agreement isn’t the foundation of our faith; mission is the 

foundation of our faith. (Emphasis added by jaj)     

I urge United Methodists to pray for the Council of Bishops as we make our 

recommendation to the special General Conference 2019 and the delegates who  

act on it.  May we at First Church pray and discern how we will continue to be  

The Church of Jesus Christ by making disciples for the transformation of the world. 

 

In the hope of the Risen Christ, 

 

 

Reverend Joseph A. Johnson  
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 Important Dates: 

 April 29  - May 4, 2018  Council of Bishops Meeting 

 May 14-17 , 2018  Final meeting of The Commission on a Way Forward 

 July 8, 2018   Legislative Deadline for General Conference Special Session 

 February 23-26, 2019  Special Session of Annual Conference, St. Louis, MO 



 

 

SALT CREEK CLUSTER of UMC 
to Serve Dinner on April 29 at 
Serenity House in Addision 

 

The Salt Creek Cluster of the United Methodist Church is composed of the local UM Churches serving the 

communities of Addison, Bensenville, Elmhurst, Villa Park and Wooddale.  The pastors of those churches 

are inviting their congregations to join in local mis-

sion project, serving a dinner at Serenity House in 

Addison, Illinois. 

 

From their website (serenityhouse.com):  

Serenity House began as a four-bed cottage in 1985. 

Today, we host a current capacity of 107 beds in our men and women’s residential programs, and over 

200 individuals in our outpatient programs. 

 

Nine people are needed from First Church to make this happen: three people for cooking and 
set up, three people for serving, and three people for clean up.  Please sign up in church office. 
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LOTS OF OPPS to VOLUNTEER at FIRST CHURCH 
 

Fellowship Hour Host   Contact:  Jason Janes  trpljjj79@aol.com 

Sunday Morning Usher or Liturgist Contact:  Jamie Falconer jcfchicago2@aol.com 

Sunday Morning Greeter  Contact:  Tracy Meehan    tgm1120@gmail.com 

Altar Flower Donor   Contact:  Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org 

Nursery or Sunshine Room Assistant Contact:  Kristi Phipps  kristina_j_phipps@yahoo.com 

Weekday Church Office Receptionist Contact:  Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org 

Clothing Center Sorter   Contact:  Beth Valdez  bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net 

Youth Breakfast Ministry Supervisor Contact:  Lisa Rogers  jlrogers204@comcast.net 

Youth Group Assistant   Contact:  Lisa Rogers  jlrogers204@comcast.net  

Music for Sunday Worship  Contact:  Doug Peters  douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com 

DuPagePads Participant   Contact:  Marlene Stratton mstratton23@hotmail.com 



 

 

Small Group Ministries in AprilSmall Group Ministries in AprilSmall Group Ministries in April   
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DINNER & THE ARTS  
Offers an Opportunity for Fellowship, 
Dining, and the Shared Enjoyment of a 
Community Arts Event.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

GreenMan Matinee on April 15 
 

Contact Mary Hallman  (630) 279-7578 
if you’d like to attend the afternoon 
performance of Monstrous Regiment on 
Sunday, April 15, at 2:00 pm. 

Directed by Justin Vidovic  

Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30 

Sundays at 2:00 

GreenMan Theatre Troupe is in residence at First United Methodist Church 

$17/adults   $15/students & seniors 
 

GreenMan's Box Office voice mail can be reached at 630.464.2646  
 

The comic fantasy Monstrous Regiment is adapted by Chicago writer and actor 

Christopher Hainsworth from the Discworld series book by best-selling author Terry 

Pratchett. The play is a wickedly funny look at the absurdities of war and the 

ambiguities of identity. A most unlikely band of army recruits, including a troll, a 

vampire, and an Igor, are under the command of the equally unusual military leaders of 

the fictional country of Borogravia. The War, with a capital W, has been going on for 

years with Zlobenia, and now this last regiment of misfits is heading to the front. 

Disguises, wordplay, and caffeine addiction combine to make Monstrous Regiment a 

laugh-out-loud masterpiece. The original 2014 premiere at Chicago’s Lifeline theatre 

was awarded four stars by the Tribune.  

 

Exciting News! 

GreenMan has joined the West Suburban Theatre Connection 

WSTC is a consortium of community theatre groups located in the western suburbs of 

Chicago. We support each other through production discussions/sharing, building 

community awareness and the promotion of live theater performances and auditions. 

Visit www.westsuburbantheatre.com to learn more and join the email list for 

notifications about shows and auditions from the entire consortium.  

FILM GROUP 

TUESDAY, APRIL 3 
 

Movie buffs meet on the first Tuesday 

of the month ($5 senior rates all day at 

both York and Marcus Theaters) with an 

optional "discussion group" offered 

after the film at a nearby restaurant.  

Make suggestions for 

film selection  

 

Contact:  

Chris Squier 

(squierc@gmail.com) or  

Jan Reese 

(qjreese@aol.com). 

Savvy Sister Event 
Savvy Sister pops up at First Church with its biennial consignment event this month. 

Items not sold by end of sale are donated to the Clothing Center. 
 

Tuesday, April 24  VIP DAY  5:00 am ~10:00 pm   

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday    10:00 am ~ 7:00 pm 

Saturday, April 28  HALF-PRICE DAY  10:00 am ~ 7:00 pm 

Sunday, April 29  HALF-PRICE DAY 12:30 pm ~ 4:00 pm 
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Capital Campaign Update ~ 

Endowment Loan Repaid 

On February 25, the Capital Campaign hosted an all-Church 

luncheon to update everyone on our progress in achieving the 

goals we made as a Congregation to improve our chuch building 

and bring it into the 21st century. 

 

As you may remember, in the summer of 2013 we learned that we needed to replace our vintage boiler at a whopping cost of 

$300,000.  This unsettling news led to the formation of a committee and the start of our capital campaign.  We soon learned that—in 

addition to the boiler—there were a number of other projects that needed attention. The congregation agreed to support those as 

well. 
 

With the full approval of the Congregation, $290,000 was borrowed from the Permanent Endowment fund with the goal to repay it 

in 5 years. This was an amazing leap of faith on the part of Congregation.  And in four short years, we were able to announce at the 

Celebration Luncheon, the Endowment Loan was paid off in full. We were also able to announce other major projects that have 

been completed: 
 

Completed Projects 

 

The Boiler   Replaced in November of 2013 with the huge loan from the Endowment Fund 

Parking Lot    Repaved 

Parsonage   Primarily repaired the roof and driveway 

Bathroom Renovations Updated main downstairs washrooms; renovated first floor washroom;   

Janitor’s Closet  Added a new janitor’s closet with running water. 

Exterior Doors   All exterior door replaced. 

Hot Water    Replaced water heater; repaired hot water service to the kitchen. 

New Carpeting   Installed in Youth Room, Nursery and parts of Raggedy Anne Preschool 

New Sewer   Repaired sewer line from main floor washroom 

Trustee Donation   Contribution to the Trustee’s Reserve Fund 

Mission Donation  Contribution to missions to help with constructing a food pantry at Pembroke.  

 

Still to be Completed 

Sanctuary Windows  All windows still need to be replaced.  
 

Now that the Endowment Fund loan has been repaid, all additional Capital Campaign donations 

will be applied to replacing the sanctuary windows.   The Campaign runs through the end of 2018.  

We trust all will be able to complete their outstanding pledges by December.  And, of course,  new donations are welcome anytime. 
 

To all who have completed their pledges to the Capital Campaign 

and all who have helped with the committee and with planning capital projects:  

THANK YOU & WELL DONE! 

. 

Capital Campaign Committee 

Ed Miner, Jason Janes, Joseph Johnson, Jennifer Jordan, Barbara Knoeppel, Tracy Meehan, 

Robert Potter, Marlene Stratton, Ruth Zervas 



 

 

Christian Education & Youth MinistryChristian Education & Youth Ministry  
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Church School News 
APRIL OFFERING  

supports 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This month, the children will be making their offering to support the Yorkville Food Pantry. On 
May 6, our 2

nd
-5

th
 grade class will use that money to shop for items most needed at the pantry. 

 
DONATE JEWEL Monopoly Cards to the PANTRY 
Look for the Jar on the Pantry Table in Wesley Hall.. 

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL 

MAY  20 
Come to a  

PICNIC 
  All Sunday School classes 

   will celebrate with a picnic  

    in Wilder Park.  
 

 

NOTE: In case of inclement weather the picnic will be moved to the Youth Room. 
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MARCH SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 

On March 3rd, the FUMC Youth Group served at PADS. While there, they 

set up the sleeping cots and areas, helped the Provancal family set up, serve 

and clean up the dinner, and then made lunches for all the guests to take 

with them in the morning. In addition, the youth completed a service project 

for Project Gratitude where they wrote letters to new recruits in the armed 

services.   
 

 

On St. Patrick's Day, FUMC youth served 54 clothing center guests a warm 

breakfast of eggs, sausage and pancakes at the Youth Breakfast Ministry. It 

was a lovely morning of food and fellowship.  
 

Upcoming Youth Group events: 
April 15: Youth Group Meting 

  4:00-6:00 pm  3 Grades  6-12  [all enjoy pizza dinner at 5:30} 

  6:00-7:30 pm   High School Devo Group. 

 

April 21: Youth Breakfast Ministry  

  8:30-11:00 am  

 
 

 

April 29 Youth Group Meeting 

  4:00-6:00 pm   Grades  6-12  [all enjoy pizza dinner at 5:30} 

  6:00-7:30 pm  High School Devo Group. 

 

May 6  Youth Group Road Rally 

   3:30-6:30 pm                             

 
 

 

May 28 Memorial Day Refreshment Stand 

  9:00-11:00 am 

 

 

JULY 13-15.   10th-12th grade youth  

    LifeFest Christian Rock Festival in OshKosh WI  
 

AUGUST 3-5.  All youth (6th-12th grades) 

    Wesley Woods, Willams Bay WI 

    For environmental work, spiritual growth,  

    and a lot of fun 

 

MORE INFO:  Contact:  jrogers204@comcast.net.  
 

2018 
SUMMER 
MISSION 

TRIPS 

ADULT DRIVERS & SITE MONITORS NEEDED: 

Contact:  jrogers204@comcast.net.  

 NON-YOUTH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

(Lots of school activities this weekend!!) 

Contact:  jrogers204@comcast.net.  

mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,
mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,
mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,


 

 

PAGE 8                             The Vis i tor  Apr i l  2018  

First Church Library             

 

     

  

 

 

Treasures on the Lower Level  

Room 101 

Looking for a good book to read  this month?  
 

Here are some possibilities that you can check out at your First Church 

Library: 

 

If you missed the March book discussion, there are two copies of the book 

available in our library. The Gifts of Imperfection: Let Go of Who You Think 

You’re Supposed to Be and Embrace Who You Are by Brené Brown (call 

number 158 BRO).  This book is only about 130 pages so won’t take you 

long to read. Brown lists her “Guideposts” for wholehearted living using 

many examples from her own life. 

 

The library has two other Brené Brown books. Daring Greatly: How the 

Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the Way We Live, Love, Parent, and 

Lead (158 BRO) and Rising Strong (158 BRO). 

 

Young readers (grades 2 or 3) might want to check out Tapestries: Stories 

of Women in the Bible by Ruth Sanderson (J 220.92 SAN). The book 

includes stories of 23 women in both the Old and New Testaments, using a 

tapestry theme to intertwine their lives with intricate illustrations.  

First Church Memorial Garden 

If you haven’t walked around our First Church Memorial Garden, this would be a 

good month to do so.  The Garden  is at the southeast corner of our parking lot 

and has 20 engraved bricks. There is a Dick Norgaard memorial bench in the 

garden  —  a perfect spot to take a moment to  pray or meditate. 

If you are interested in making a donation this year to engrave a brick in memory 

of a loved one, orders will be taken between April 2 and May 27. This will be an 

annual campaign so if you are not ready now, you will have another chance 

during May, 2019. A sample of an engraved brick and order forms is in this 

newsletter and will also be available on the Capital Campaign table in Wesley 

Hall. The order form should be accompanied by a $125 donation. If you would 

like a replica of your engraved brick for yourself or a family member, there will be 

an additional cost of $20. Order forms along with a check payable to First United 

Methodist Church of Elmhurst should be placed in an envelope and put in the 

offering plate on Sunday or mailed to the church office. 
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Prayer List  

April Birthdays 

Recent Concerns ~  Kay Michael; Chris Ladd,  Alex Hamilton; Phyllis 

Williams; Ray Lynn (friend of Jamie Falconer);  

 
James Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s 
brother-in-law); Ron Stasell (cousin of  Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker); Doug 
Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ father); Matt Johnson; Doug Hotchkis; Rachael 
(daughter of Kathy Hansen’s friend); Darlene Gee; Tony Sekera (Curlie 
Engdahl’s son-in-law); Russell and Karen Whiles (Susan Boyd’s cousin and his 
wife); Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’ daughter) 
 
Ongoing Prayers ~ Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of the Grisolias); Maria 
(Mike Capra’s sister); Tricia DePasquale (Kristy Howland’s sister-in-law); 
Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard’s sister); Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ 
mother); Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of 
June Muncy); Tom Mitchell (son of Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & 
Anthony McElligott; Juanita Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother); Marge Farrell 
(Ed Locke's aunt); Pat Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van Meir); 
Erv and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of Marlene 
Stratton); Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie Engdahl; the 
homebound; the military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in 
nursing homes; and caregivers. 

 

  Anniversaries 
 

 

April 1:   Dave & Kathy Hansen  (29)                    

April 3:   Tracy & Don Meehan (36) 

April 12: Erv & Marge Blasius (71)                   

April 12: Peter & Laura Graham (32)      

April 14: Phil & Dorothy Knoeppel (55)          

April 16: Mark & Sue Dyer (30)                           

April 19: Russ & Melissa Maloney (16)              

Renew your Wedding Vows 
Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows for couples celebrating their  

10th, 20th, 30th, 40th and 50th anniversaries, 

and every anniversary year after 50.  
 

 Contact the Office or Pastor  if you would like to schedule a renewal. 
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Staff Directory 
 

 

 

General Office: (630) 834-2440 
 

Rev. Joseph  A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101  

 mobile: 630-991-6632  

 joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org  

 

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator ext 100 

 admin@umcelmhurst.org 

 

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry 

 

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries  

 education@umcelmhurst.org ext 103  

 

Richard Stultz, Organist 

 

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services 

 Jordan Daily Money Management  

 jennifer@jordan-dmm.com 

 

Mike Capra, Custodial Services 

 Capra Janitorial Services 

 

April 1   Ava Gehrke                                                 

April 2   Karen Kottwitz                   

April 3   Jim Gee  

April 5   Abigail Gross 

April 5   Lisa Rogers    

April 6    Lilly Sherman                   

April 7   Maggie Fetty        

April 8   Joan Stumpf                       

April 9   Susan Boyd                          

April 10  Dorothy Knoeppel                    

April 11  Austin Bagdasarian  

April 11  Chris McCullough 

April 13  Jeanette Hachmeister        

April 13  Chris LaFauce 

April 15  Maya Valdez  

April 15  Abby Miner    

April 17  Carol Norgaard                        

April 18  Joanne Shultz              

April 22  Carmine Grisolia                   

April 22  Anna Ratliff                  

April 23  Jacob Bogolia                        

April 24  Marilyn Carson              

April 24  TP Kung                        

April 26  Ellen Hoeltgen                    

April 27  Frank Angelucci 

April 27  Christine Janes                   

April 28  Blake Mooren              

April 29  Anna Goodner                

April 30  Carter Strauss       

mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:education@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com


 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY  
 

Church School &  
   
Worship  10:30 am 
 

 

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 

Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
announcements 

deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 
 

12 Step Group 
7:30pm 

        

WEEKLY 
 
 

WEEKLY 
 

1 HAPPY EASTER 
 
 
 
 
 
ShopwithScrip forms 
available 

2 3 
 
 
 
Film Group 

4 5 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 
 
 
 

6 

 

7 
 
 
 

 

8  

2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Youth Breakfast 
Out 
 

ShopwithScrip due. 
 
 
End of Spring Break 

9 
 

10 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P4C    7pm 

12 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan 7:30 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan 7:30 

15 
3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
ShopwithScrip pickup 
 
Dinner & the Arts at 
GreenMan 2:00 pm 
 
 

Youth Group 4-6pm 

16 
 
Deadline  for   
VISITOR 
 
 
 
Staff Parish Team 
7 pm 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Worship Team 
7 pm 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan 7:30 

21   

Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
Youth Breakfast 
Ministry 8:30-11 
 

 
 
 

GreenMan 7:30 

22 
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SALAD LUNCHEON 
 
 

GreenMan 2:00 pm 

23  24  
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 
 
 
Savvy Sister Sale 
through April 29 

25  
Savvy Sister Sale  

 

 

 

 

 

Naomi Circle 

at Hazelton’s Home 

26  
Savvy Sister Sale  

27  
Savvy Sister Sale  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
Savvy Sister Sale  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
5th SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 
 
 
Savvy Sister Sale  
Serenity House Dinner 

GreenMan 2:00 pm 

30 

 

 

MAY 1 

  
Film Group 

MAY 2 
 
 
 

MAY 3 
 
 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 
 
 

 

 

MAY 4 MAY 5 



 

 

 The Clothing Center is open to clients three times a month on 
the first Thursday of the month from 9-11am and 7-9pm, and on 
the third Saturday of the month from 9-11am. DONATIONS of 
clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other household goods 
may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-Friday at the main 
north door. Tax receipts are available at the drop-off area. Our 
Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school and 
high school youth, provides a free breakfast to Clothing Center 
clients on the third Saturday of every month from October 
through April.  

 The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly. Submissions are 
due to the church office by the 15th of each month via email, 
admin@umcelmhurst.org.  

232 South York Street  
Elmhurst, Illinois  60126 

(630) 834-2440   
www.umcelmhurst.org 

FIRST UNITED        
METHODIST 
CHURCH  
OF 
ELMHURST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

232 South York Street 

Elmhurst IL 60126 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference. 

Snail Mail??   Email??  Unsubscribe?? 
Contact Sharon at (630)-834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org 

 

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst 

is a caring Christian community. 

We are a progressive congregation; 

embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a 

a faithful search for a closer relationship with God. 

We seek opportunities to 

worship, learn, connect and serve 

in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.  

As such, we affirm diversity 

and welcome all children of God 

into full participation in the life and ministries of our church 

regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, race or marital status. 

Revised Worship Schedule for 2018 
 

10:30 am  Sunday Worship Service 

  through May 20 
 

9:30 am Summer Sunday Worship Service 

  from May 27 through August 12 

  (No Sunday School) 
 

10:30 am  Sunday Worship Service 

  resumes on August 19 

  (Sunday School resumes at 9:15 am) 

mailto:jan.martin@umcelmhurst.org

