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Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

The Visitor

May 2018

Pastor’s Letter

Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt.
Matthew 2:13

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
Grace and Peace to you from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Bishop Sally Dyck invites us to do some local fundraising, to learn about the plight of
migrants locally and globally, to consider having a Global Migration Sunday and to bring a
special offering to Annual Conference in June as our 2018 Bishop’s Appeal for the
denomination’s Global Migration Advance (#3022144).

This fund was set up in 2014 for donors to designate gifts specifically to support work that
alleviates the suffering of migrants. Last year’s Bishop’s Appeal raised over $70,000 to
help alleviate and prevent global HIV/AIDS! We can match or surpass that number if
each church brings just $200 or more as a gift.

The Global Migration Advance gives grants to projects
around the world to assist migrants. Worldwide there
are sixty-five million migrants. Every five seconds a
person is displaced from their home.

Sufia Khatun is a refugee Rohingya widow who fled to
Bangladesh. For her the main challenge is food. The
rations she receives is not enough, “We have to borrow 10 kilos of rice from our
neighbors.” Ten kilos is a little over twenty pounds of rice.

On May 20, we will receive an offering for Global Migration Sunday. Would you
consider an offering of $15, the current cost of 10 kilos of rice at Pete’s Fresh Market?
Your gift will help migrants globally and locally. Twenty-five percent of the offering will
stay in the Northern Illinois Annual Conference and will be given to Refugee One and
World Relief. The remainder will be given to the Global Migration Advance.

Not only do I invite you to give, but to pray.
Pray for migrant’s safety and health.
Pray for the international community to cooperate to solve this crisis.
Pray for our own government and citizens
to respond with hope and life instead of anxiety and fear.

Christ’s Servant: ﬂ
The Reverend Joseph A. Johnso


http://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission/Search-for-Projects/Projects/3022144
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Strengthen and Grow: A First Church Initiative

In February, the Reverend Dr. Heather Lear led the all church retreat with twenty-six participants.
Dr. Lear engaged us in scripture, prayer, theory and faith sharing activities. Through her
engagement, First Church was given tools to critically look at our motivations, assumptions, and
practices. This initiative is a slow process that resists quick fixes.

For the math and science lovers, she presented us an equation for navigating evangelism. Before we
get to practices, we must solve the variables in the equation. Here is the equation:

Starting Point + Theological Reflection + Contextual Awareness = Creative Practices.

At the March meeting, we began solving the first two variables by asking ourselves two questions:
1. Why do you choose to remain Christian?

2. What is the good that you believe God wants us to accomplish?

This particular piece of work~ that First Church is doing~is internal. This process is critical if we are
to strengthen and grow the church for the twenty-first century.

The First Church Initiative will meet again on May 8 to continue solving the equation.

2018 Bishop’s Appeal is
for
GLOBAL MIGRATION.

BISHOP’S APPEAL See Pastor Joe's

€ § Giving Abundantly, Generosity Overflowing Letteronpage1

The Commission on a Way Forward for the UMC

United Methodists — continue to pray for the Council of Bishops as the
Commission makes its recommendation to the General Conference in 2019

April 29 - May 4, 2018 Council of Bishops Meeting

May 14-17, 2018 Final meeting of The Commission on a Way Forward
July 8, 2018 Legislative Deadline for General Conference Special Session
February 23-26, 2019 Special Session of Annual Conference, St. Louis, MO UMCPrays.org

For more information go to: www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward



http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/commission-on-a-way-forward
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A NOTE FROM MARLENE STRATTON: As our church PADS
coordinator, | received the following message in the April newsletter
from the PADS office. If you've wondered “why do we do this” or
“will | make any difference” just read on. Thank you to the many
First Church adults and youth for giving of your time and gifts this
past season to help those in need through our PADS mission.

TO ALL PADS VOLUNTEERS

We want to thank our 4,000 volunteers for their dedicated support of our mission to end homelessness.
Last year these volunteers donated 76,033 hours of service, the equivalent of 37 full-time employees!
With their astounding donation of time and talents, DuPagePads was able to have the following impact:

Opening doors
Building futures

Interim (Overnight) Housing was offered 365 nights a year;
39,978 nights of shelter were provided;
127,248 meals were served, an average of 349 a day for those who might otherwise go without;
383 people moved from a pad on the floor, to a key in the door!

We are truly grateful for the transformations your support helps make possible, but we are not the only
ones. Our clients share their appreciation:

“Thank you for giving your time to help people in need. You are truly appreciated and I want to thank you for your
selfless acts of kindness.”

“Thank you for being there when I had no one else to turn to.”
“Thank you volunteers for your kindness, patience, and generosity”

“From the bottom of my heart, Thank you! You come out in the cold and snow, showering us with your hospitality
and kind hearts.”

“I appreciate your time and most of all your warm smiles.”

“My daughter was so impressed by the kindness we received at the overnight sites from volunteers and scouts that
when she was asked what she wanted to do in the future, she said, ‘Donate Food.” Now that we are in housing,
she has joined the Girl Scouts.”

LOTS OF OPPS TO VOLUNTEER AT FIRST CHURCH
Fellowship Hour Host Contact: Jason Janes trpljjj79@aol.com

Sunday Morning Usher or Liturgist Contact: Jamie Falconer jefchicago2@aol.com

Sunday Morning Greeter Contact: Tracy Meehan tgm1120@gmail.com

Altar Flower Donor Contact: Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org

Nursery or Sunshine Room Assistant ~ Contact: Kristi Phipps kristina_j phipps@yahoo.com
Weekday Church Office Receptionist ~ Contact: Sharon Phillips admin@umcelmhurst.org
Clothing Center Sorter Contact: Beth Valdez bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net
Youth Breakfast Ministry Supervisor ~ Contact: Lisa Rogers jlrogers204(@comcast.net

Youth Group Assistant Contact: Lisa Rogers jlrogers204(@comcast.net

Music for Sunday Worship Contact: Doug Peters douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com
DuPagePads Participant Contact: Marlene Stratton mstratton23@hotmail.com



https://dupagepads.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/102741_proof02-Richards.pdf
https://dupagepads.org/what-we-do/interim-overnight-housing/
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HEAVEN & EARTH GARDEN
We Grow fo Give

CELEBRATE SUMMER & VOLUNTEER AT OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN
IT’S TIME TO
WEED~WATER~HARVEST~DELIVER

Come and see how our Garden grows! First Church along with St. Peter's UCC and a
Consortium of other EImhurst faith communities share the stewardship of this vegetable
garden — created to provide fresh produce for the clients of the Yorkfield Food Pantry.

First Church is responsible for the garden upkeep on the
SECOND WEEK OF EACH MONTH FROM JUNE THROUGH OCTOBER

For instructions and to sign up for the dates and times you are willing to help,
please contact Darlene Van Meir: 630-834-8022; darlene.vanmeir@gmail.com

June 10 - 16
July 8 - 14
August 5 - 11
September 9 - 15
October 7 - 13

The appreciation of your help in this mission is seen on the faces of our neighbors at Yorkfield
Food Pantry as they choose the fresh tomatoes, cucumbers, green beans, squash...
that are NOT in a can!!!

Sign up today!!

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY

1S

MAY 27
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UMC is designating May 20: HERITAGE SUNDAY!

DID YOU KNOW?? Celebrating

Fifty years ago, 1,300 delegates and 10,000
visitors met in Dallas, Texas on April 23, 1968
to celebrate the formation of the newly-
constituted United Methodist Church. This YEARS
merger of 10.3 million Methodists and 750,000 t-rangfbrming
members of the EUB Church resulted in one of
the largest Protestant denominations in the

world. Flags from fifty-three countries testified \/

to the breadth of the new reality.

UMC Northern lllinois Conference Mission Challenge for 2018

In preparation for this year's Annual Conference,
churches are being asked to collect items for
Cleaning Buckets for MMDC (Midwest Mission
Distribution Center). First Church along with the
other churches in our Elgin district are collecting:

TRASH BAGS
Heavy Duty Trash Bags
(Rolled Sets of 24 in 33-45 gallon size)
and

SCOURING PADS

Sets of 5 Scouring Pads
(NOT stainless steel & NOT with soap like SOS pads)

Bring Donations to First Church from May 6—June 3
Look for the PLASTIC TOTE BOXES at the Missions table in Wesley Hall
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
If you have questions, see Marlene Stratton or Pastor Joe.

Coming up in June for the NIC/UMC

179TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
JUNE 3-5, 2018
PHEASANT RUN RESORT,

4051 EAST MAIN STREET ST. CHARLES, IL Navigating Uncharted Waters
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Christian Education & Youth Ministry

First Church Children explore the Easter Story

_ During the month of April, our Preschool-5th Grade
Sunday School classes learned about the importance of
Easter through the use of rotation stations. To explore the
Easter story, each Sunday the children were able to choose
- from the following stations:

i e

il Storytelling or Drama
4 Art

Science
Games

o The teachers and youth helpers did an amazing job leading
the stations with energy, creativity and enthusiasm.
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THANK YOU

TO OUR FIRST-RATE FIRST CHURCH
2017-18 CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHERS
PRESCHOOL:

K-1st GRADE:
2nd-5th GRADE:

Anne Mathias and Laurie Provancal
Jennifer Grisolia and Jamie Falconer
Ellyn, Kate, and Ave Gehrke

Beth, Maya, and Sidney Valdez

6th-12th GRADE: Dena Vincent

and YOUTH HELPERS

Claire Vincent, Emma Rogers, Amy Vincent, Maggie Schroeder
David Hansen, Addy Hindsley, Carly Laurx, Grace Vincent

And to the FABULOUS EDUCATION COMMITTEE

For all of their work to make this school year
so great for our children and young people
Susan Ejma, Kristy Howland, Kristi Phipps

Nancy Goodner, Claire Toledo, Jennifer Fetty

CHURCH SCHOOL OFFERINGS

The 2nd-5th Grade Classes will be using this month’s offerings to
shop for items for the Yorkfield Food Pantry on Sunday, May 6.

THANK YOU to all the children and families for their generous
giving this year. Their offerings also supported the following:

Sleep Out Saturday $41.95

Heifer International $507.65

(Trunk or Treat collection)

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Donated Supplies
Feed My Starving Children $126.81

Yorkfield Food Pantry $60.00 +

LAST DAY of CHURCH SCHOOL PICNIC
Sunday, May 20

Classes will go to Wilder Park to enjoy fellowship and to celebrate
a wonderful year of spiritual growth and Christian education.

TO OUR GRADUATING
YOUTH GROUP MEMBERS

8TH GRADE GRADUATES
Addison Conradt
Ava Gehrke
Nathan Lee
Logan Maloney
Jordan Rech
Jack Schroeder
Gracie Stumpf
Katie Stumpf
Maya Valdez

HIGH ScHOOL GRADUATES
Michael Achepohl
Elliot Achepohl
Lily Bjerkan
Nicholas Grisolia
Addy Hindsley
Carly Laurx
Jared Rech
Anyssa Smith
Carter Strauss
Grace Vincent
Eric Wiese

f(ﬁ wih Your First Church family
QO’Q neth, ng is proud of you and we

U he will be keeping you in our
[’nf' 48 bt« prayers as you take this

Luke 1:37

next step on your journey.
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Upcoming Youth Group events: g . ministry
VOLUNTEERS
May 6 Youth Group Road Rally Bella Bjerkan
3:30-6:30 pm Lily Bjerkan
Rowan Clark

May 28 Memorial Day Refreshment Stand Addy Conradt

9:00-11:00 am Elizabeth Cooke

*Don't forget to get your Members Only all-you-can-eat wrist Paige Detzler

bands for the Memorial Day Parade, $5 per person. Maggie Ejma

. . Zoe Ejma
If you bring your lawn chairs to church the day before the Ava Gehrke

%u tk Group Parade, the youth will reserve prime spots along York Road. David Hansen
Nathan Ladd
Carly Laurx
Gabe Laurx
Julia Laurx

YOUTH BREAKFAST MINISTRY REPORT Erin Lec

Declan Maloney
The last Youth Breakfast Ministry was held on Saturday, April 21. YBM served Logan Maloney
a warm breakfast to an average of 55 Clothing Center guests each of the eight Jacki Riek

YBM Saturdays throughout the school year. Emma Rogers
Jack Schroeder

New this year, in December, Santa came to visit the children and passed out gifts Tommy Schroeder

to each of our young guests. In addition, the guests were treated to festive music Barbara Smith
Katrina Smith

Carter Strauss

Leadership Team Thank YW Maylynn Strauss
Gracie Stumpf

Kate Gehrke Katie Stumpf
Danny Jannusch Amy Vincent

Nathan Lee Claire Vincent
Callahan Meyer gface ]\E’_mcent
. usan Ejma
Maggie Schroeder Ron Graham
Maya Valdez Amy Strauss
Steve Strauss

Chris Squi
Many Hands Make L K Do vincen

performed by a brass group from York High School,

JULY 13-15. 10th-12th Grade Youth

LifeFest Christian Rock Festival in OshKosh WI

AUGUST 3-5. All Youth (6th-12th Grades)

Wesley Woods, Willams Bay WI
For environmental work, spiritual growth,
and a lot of fun

MORE INFO: Contact: Lisa Rogers
jrogers204(@comcast.net.



mailto:jrogers204@comcast.net,
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Looking for a good book to read this summer?

You don’t have to look any further than in our own library!!!

2017-2018 Events included 3 provocative Book Discussions and an
Open House on March 18. Attendees enjoyed being well-fed while
browsing books and checked out a total of 16 books! Mallory Jones &
Henry Toledo each won $10 gift cards to buy their own books at Barnes
& Noble. Thank you to all participants throughout the year!

Coming up in 2018-2019. Over the summer, the Library Committee
will be selecting next year’s discussion books. Got some suggestions???
Please let us know. We're always looking for new book ideas as well as

ideas for special events the Library could offer.
Contact Lola Hotchkis at lola@hotchkis.org.

ALDERSGATE DAY is MAY 24
It’s the 280th ANNIVERSARY !!

Aldersgate Day is celebrated on May 24 to commemorate the day in
1738 when John Wesley experienced assurance of his salvation.
Wesley reluctantly attended a group meeting that evening on Al-

UL LI IUELC U LAV LU dersgate Street in London. As he heard a reading from Luther's Pref-
1 felt | did trust in Christ, Christ alone,

PESSPSI s oCc to the Epistle to the Romans, he felt his "heart strangely
CIVCUNLER LBV DL ELRELCUIE VR warmed.” Wesley wrote these words in his journal that at about 8:45

sins, even mine, and saved me from « . . .
Bttt .M. he was “describing the change which God works in the heart

John Wesley

peEeEsie) through faith in Christ.”

A sample of an engraved brick and order forms will be available on the Capital
= Campaign table in Wesley Hall. A donation of $125 is requested. For an
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Anniversaries

May 1: Doug & Lola Hotchkis (36)

May 4: Sean & Anne Toohey (27)

May 5: David & Ellen Maki (39)

May 6: Chris & Elaine Ratliff (29)

May 14: Scott & Kristy Howland (30)

May 20: Debora Oberling & Frank Angelucci (18)

May 24: Steve & Laurie Provancal (38)

Renew your Wedding Vows

Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows for couples
celebrating their
10th, 20th, 30th, 40th and 50th anniversaries,
and every anniversary year after 50.

May 1 Molly Gross May 11 Brendan Maki
May 1 Peter Meyer May 13 Sally Allen

May 2 Max Gross May 13 Joel Toledo

May 2 Tom Kottwitz May 15 Maggie Ejma
May 3 Kiristin Gross May 15 Darlene Gee
May 4 Duncan Phipps May 16 Jackson Clark
May 5 Peter Howland May 16 Bob Lee

May 5 Jennifer Jordan May 17 Ron Graham
May 5 Wyatt Kennedy May 17 Amy Vincent
May 6 Ken Carbonetti May 18 Michael Bogolia
May 6 Kelly Conwell May 18 Jack Mathias
May 7 Jake Angelucci May 21 Liz McDonald
May 7 Sue Dyer May 22 PJ Van Daff
May 7 Jaime Howland May 23 John Dimond
May 7 Molly Mathias May 23 David Van Daff
May 7 Ed Miner May 25 Tom Gehrke
May 7 Emma Rogers May 26 Samantha Hamilton
May 8 Jennifer Grisolia May 25 Vivian Michaelis
May 8 John Griswold May 29 Marlene Stratton
May 9 Tommy Schroeder May 30 Jennifer Fetty

May 10 Maylynn Dunkirk

Prayer List

Recent Concerns ~

Shirley Hazelton; Barbara Keeler(mother of Lisa Rogers), Jen Holland
(friend of Abby Miner); Kay Michael, Chris Ladd, Alex Hamilton.

Ray Lynn (friend of Jamie Falconer); James Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s
husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s brother-in-law); Ron Stasell
(cousin of Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker); Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’
father); Matt Johnson, Rachael (daughter of Kathy Hansen's friend), Darlene
Gee; Tony Sekera (Curlie Engdahl’s son-in-law); Russell and Karen Whiles
(Susan Boyd’s cousin and his wife); Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’
daughter); Phyllis Williams.

Ongoing Prayers ~ Doug Hotchkis; Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of
the Grisolias);, Maria (Mike Capra’s sister); Tricia DePasquale (Kristy
Howland’s sister-in-law); Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard'’s sister);
Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ mother),; Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s
niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of June Muncy); Tom Mitchell (son of
Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & Anthony McElligott; Juanita
Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother); Marge Farrell (Ed Locke's aunt); Pat
Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van Meir),; Erv and
Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of Marlene Stratton);
Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie Engdahl; the
homebound; the military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those
in nursing homes; and caregivers.

‘ Staff Directorx

General Office: (630) 834-2440

Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101
mobile: 630-991-6632
joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator ext 100
admin@umcelmhurst.org

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries
education@umcelmhurst.org ext 103

Richard Stultz, Organist

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services
Jordan Daily Money Management
jennifer@jordan-dmm.com

Mike Capra, Custodial Services
Capra Janitorial Services


mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:education@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY
Silent Meditation Bulletin
in Sanctuary announcements
10-10:20am deadline:
12 noon each | 12 Step Group
Wednesday | 7-30pm
1 2 3
Clothing Center
OPEN
9-11am, 7-9pm
Film Group tha
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER Staff Meeting
2nd-5th Shop for Pantry 10:30 Staff Outing
10:30 Worship with
Holy Communion
ShopwithScrip forms
available
Youth Road Rally First Church
4:30—7:00 pm Initiative 7pm
13 Mot S 14 15 16 17 18 19
s Deadline for gllglti?‘lmg $1eanr:1er
'7th SUNDAY OF EASTER VISITOR
10:30 Worship
ShopwithScrip due
Youth Group 4-6pm | - i
P4C 7:00 \;V;;fh'p Team
20 PENTECOST Wi 21 22 23 24 Aldersgate 25 26
Global Migration Staff Meetings Day
Sunday & Planning Day
HERITAGE SUNDAY 10:30-2:30 aldersgate
School Picnic 9:30am S b
10:30 Worshi
. 1': . Naomi Circle 7:30 | ¥ Py P
usical Pa :30am H f | Nor-
ShopwithScrip pickup g;’;’:S of Garol Nor
27 Peace with 28 29 30 31 JUNE 1 JUNE 2
Justice Sunday MEMORIAL DAY
SUMMER WORSHIP ——
TIME BEGINS Church Office
9:30 Worship Closed
Youth Group
Memorial Brick Orders | Refreshment Stand
due for 2018 9-11am




FIRST UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

OF
ELMHURST

232 South York Street
Elmhurst, lllinois 60126
(630) 834-2440
www.umcelmhurst.org

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst
is a caring Christian community.
We are a progressive congregation;
embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a
a faithful search for a closer relationship with God.
We seek opportunities to
worship, learn, connect and serve
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.
As such, we affirm diversity
and welcome all children of God
into full participation in the life and ministries of our church
regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation,
socioeconomic status, race or marital status.

& The Clothing Center is open to clients three times a month on

the first Thursday of the month from 9-11am and 7-9pm, and on
the third Saturday of the month from 9-11am. DONATIONS of
clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other household goods
may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-Friday at the main
north door. Tax receipts are available at the drop-off area. Our
Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school and
high school youth, provides a free breakfast to Clothing Center
clients on the third Saturday of every month from October
through April.

The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly. Submissions are
due to the church office by the 15th of each month via email,
admin@umcelmhurst.org.

10:30 am Sunday Worship Service
through May 20

9:30 am Summer Sunday Worship Service
from May 27 through August 12
(No Sunday School)

10:30 am Sunday Worship Service

Revised Worship Schedule for 2018

resumes on August 19
(Sunday School resumes at 9:15 am)

1rst
United Methodist

(Church

of Elmhurst

232 South York Street
Elmhurst IL 60126
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference.
Snail Mail?? Email?? Unsubscribe??
Contact Sharon at (630) 834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org



mailto:jan.martin@umcelmhurst.org

