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Open hearts.
Open minds.
Open doors.

Summer 2018

Pastor’s Letter

God has a dream and purpose for your congregation and in your community.
Rev. Dr. Heather Lear

Director, Evangelism Ministries
UMC General Board of Discipleship

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:
Grace and Peace to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!

Over the past six months, the Church Council has continued the work begun at our all-
church retreat in February. During that retreat, Rev. Dr. Heather Lear equipped us with
tools for evangelism that are theological, contextual and strength-based. Hence, we
have titled this process, Strengthen and Grow.

We have spent time asking ourselves questions: Why do I choose to remain Christian?
What is the good that I believe God wants to accomplish? As well as questions about
evangelism: If God fully transformed the person you were evangelizing, what would
that mean for the person?

During June and July, seven two-person teams were sent out into the community to
interview community leaders about the strengths and challenges of the community as
well as how can FUMC respond to those challenges.

Over the next few months, FUMC will assimilate our learning so that we might engage
in creative practices that manifest God’s kingdom in our community.

This work is guided by Luke 10:1-11. Jesus sent
out his disciples to bring peace, blessing and
healing. He encouraged his disciples to remain in
those houses receiving what the people gave them.

It is an exciting time to be the church of Jesus Christ
as we continue to live out Christ’s call on our lives.

Christ’s Servant:

o i

The Reverend Joseph A. Johnson

Transform the World
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Reminders & Reports:

A Call to Action: One Volunteer's Experience with Unaccompanied Immigrant Children

Sunday, July 22, 10:45 am, Aldersgate Room
Anne Mathias, an FUMC member, has been serving as Child Advocate for Unaccompanied Immigrant Children since 2017
in the Chicago Metro Area. Anne will share her experience and Pastor Joe will share some United Methodist teaching on
immigrants and immigration policy. If you are unable to attend her presentation, Anne will speak briefly in the worship
service on Sunday, July 22.

Adult Discussion Series with Pastor Joe concludes on July 29.
Don’t miss this opportunity to examine some of the documents that have been guiding the general church’s con-
versation on this issue of the Unity of the Church and Human Sexuality. Sunday Mornings from 8:15-9:15 am.

= Youth Group Goes to Lifefest

The First Church Youth group traveled to Oshkosh,WI on July 13-15
o to attend Lifefest 2018. Participants were:

Lily Bjerkan, Kate Gehrke, David Hansen, Carly Laurx, Erin Lee,
Jacki Riek, Emma Rogers, Sidney Valdez, Amy Vincent and Grace
Vincent. We were blessed to have Beth Valdez join us on the trip as a
chaperone — thank you Beth!

Lifefest, one of the largest Christian music festivals in the nation, is a
place where you can express and celebrate your faith in a positive and
safe environment.

Trip Highlights

*  watching the headline group, For King and Country, on Friday
night in a steady rain,
the beautiful sunsets in Oshkosh,
extremely productive and inspirational retreat planning session,
a fun side trip to Appleton, W1,
a spiritual prayer journey
and a wonderful night of music on Saturday to see Crowder and
the Newsboys-
*  the most amazing fireworks display most of us had ever seen.

* K X ¥ *

' v m ~

We were all so grateful
to have been able to enjoy a weekend
filled with Jesus, music and friends.
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Summer Opps o Serve

NEED TO WEED: August 13 & 27

Volunteer to keep our church grounds weed-free.
Bring a digging tool & work gloves. Chris Squier will provide lemonade.

VOLUNTEER

AT OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN
First Church along with St. Peter's UCC and a Con-

WITI I I l S sortium of other Elmhurst faith communities share

the stewardship of this vegetable garden —

created to provide fresh produce for the clients of the
Yorkfield Food Pantry. First Church is responsible for
the garden upkeep on the second week of each
month from June through October. Contact Darlene
Van Meir: darlene.vanmeir@gmail.com to sign up.
Our next weeks are:

August 5-11

September 9 - 15; October 7 - 13

At our We Grow fo Give
CLOTHING CENTER

Volunteers Always Needed
HELP SORT, FOLD &
HANG CLOTHES

Contact Beth Valdez
bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net
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AUGUST HAPPENINGS IN AUGUST

COLORS OF LOVE;

Raising children in a racially unjust world

SATURDAY, AUGUST 25, 2018
8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
FIRST UMC ELMHURST

Practical guidance and resources for clergy,
children/youth leaders and parents

PRESENTERS: Dr. Jennifer Harvey
and a panel of Northern lllinois youth

Jennifer Harvey is professor of religion at Drake University.
Her research focuses on the encounter between religion and
ethics, race, gender, activism, politics, and spirituality in the
U.S. Her greatest passions are racial justice and white anti-

| racism. She works with faith communities, non-profits, and

/. other groups seeking to deepen their justice commitments.

Register online by August 15: www.unitedvoicesforchildren.org
$25 fee includes lunch

SPONSORED BY

@,
Uvqu \oices for Childven c" Northern lllinois Conference
’i% «  The United Methodist Church

Christians Engaged
in Faith Formation

RELIGION & RACE & < First UMC Elmhurst
o NORTHERNILLINOIS CONFERENCE

Ed Miner developed and organized this symposium for First
Church. He adds the following statement:

Social Justice is one of the fundamental principles
of the United Methodist Church. We have a long
history of advocating for the oppressed. We seek
justice and freedom for all, not just a privileged
few. Our commitment to social justice is even inte-
grated into our baptismal vows where we commit
to “resist evil, injustice and oppression.”

We created this program — The Colors of Love —
to better understand racism and, more important-
ly, to learn what we can do to eliminate racism in
our world and community.

Our keynote speaker, Dr. Jennifer Harvey has a new hook Raising
White Kids, which we will discuss at First Church next April in the
Adult Education program.

First Church Women'’s Retreat: August 24-26

at the home of Darlene Van Meir in Green Lake, Wisconsin.
Background reading for discussion will be the book Happiness
by Joan Chittister, noted author and lecturer.

In The Library Journal’s review: Everyone wants to be happy. Many,
however, wrongly believe that happiness comes from having enough
money, fame, personal comfort, worldly success, or even dumb luck.
Happiness just seems to be so elusive and arbitrary - something all
too often just out of reach.

Joan Chittister sees things differently. To her happiness is not a by-
product of wealth or success but, rather, a personal quality to be
learned, mastered, and fearlessly wielded. Happiness, she says,
"is an organ of the soul that is meant to be nourished." In these pages
Chittister develops "an archeology of happiness" as she conducts a
happiness "dig" through sociology, biology, neurology, psychology,
philosophy, history, and world religions. Sifting through the wisdom of
the ages, she offers inspiring insights that will help seekers every-
where learn to cultivate true and lasting happiness within themselves.

The retreat is open to all women
of First Church, however, here
are a limited number of spots
available. Please reserve your
spot ASAP.

HAPPINESS

Copies of the book are available
from Sandy Bodie for $15. Par-
ticipants will need to contribute
to the preparation of one meal.
Car pooling is available and will
include Friday afternoon as well
as Saturday morning arrival.

Questions may be directed to
Sandy Bodie (sanbodie@aol.com), Darlene Van Meir
(darlene.vanmeir@gmail.com) or Ruth Zervas
(silmaril41@comcast.net). A final decision about participation is

HGS e e e ifyou’re notgoing to the
Women'’s Retreat, how about signing up to be a
FIRST CHURCH HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEER

for The Colors of Love Symposium on August 25.
Contact Ed Miner at 630-363-8425.
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First Church Library

LIBRARY PROGRAMS ~ 2018-2019

BOOK: The Diary of a Young Girl
(The Diary of Anne Frank)
AUTHOR: Anne Frank

DATE/TIME: Sunday, October 21, 2018, at 4:00 pm

WHO: All adults, youth and confirmands

DISCUSSION: Led by Ruth Zervas

Discovered in the Dutch attic in which she spent the last years of her life,
Anne Frank’s remarkable diary has become a world classic—a powerful
reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the human
spirit. Read the book, see the fall production at GreenMan Theatre, and
join in the discussion.

BOOK: If You Can Keep It:
The Forgotten Promise of American Liberty
AUTHOR: Eric Metaxas.

DATE/TIME: Sunday, February 3, 2019 at 3:30 pm

DISCUSSION: Led by Lola Hotchkis.

Part history and part rousing call to arms, Eric Metaxas reminds us of the
important history which created our country, and the impact of Wesleyan
ideas on the intentions of our founding fathers.

BOOK: The Autobiography of Malcolm X

AUTHOR: Malcolm X and Alex Haley.

DATE/TIME: Sunday, April 7,2019 at 3:30 pm

DISCUSSION: Led by Doug Hotchkis.

“A brilliant, painful, important book,” it stands as the definitive statement
of a movement and a man whose work was never completed but whose
message is timeless.

ANNUAL LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE: April 7, following Worship

]}’ easures on l‘]fl@ LOW@I’ C—I‘V@]
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MEMORIAL
GARDEN

Four memorial bricks have been en-
graved and will soon be installed in our
Memorial Garden. Later this summer take
a moment to look at the garden and
remember these loved ones.

2018 DONORS

The Grisolia Family
in memory of Lou & Martha Gracik

Fred and Janet Hodge
n memory of Bernard Sterner

Brad and Christine Mertz
in memory of Betty & Verne Mertz

Brad and Christine Mertz
in memory of Germaine & Michael Suty

There now are 24 memorial bricks
in our garden.

In May of 2019, you will have another
opportunity to donate an engraved brick.




‘ Summer 2018 ‘ The Visitor PAGE 6

Grace Gathering ™ August 14

COME ONE—=LOME ALL

The First Church Program Year for 2018-2019 kicks off on Sunday, August 19.

ALL-CHURCH BREAKFAST 9:15-10:15 am in Wesley Hall
Fun Activities for All Ages.

Discover all the exciting ways you can help First Church
Strengthen & Grow this year by Learning, Worshiping, Connecting & Serving!

Sunday Morning WORSHIP

°
W@ RS H FP returns to 10:30 am
Welcome back our Chancel Choir!
Greeting people at church is more than a I
handshake and a smile! We always want to
have members available at the door to

welcome those entering our church and to be

able to offer information about the worship hour and about to our church—

but greeting others belongs to ALL of us. Personal connections help people feel

recognized and valued. Have you ever been at an event where not one person said :
an d

“Hello”? A simple greeting, smile and welcome to those we know and those who
might be visiting goes a long way.

N

SAVE THE DATE:

WELCOME SUNDAE on September 16.

Stay for old-fashioned Ice Cream Social following Worship
hosted by the Member, Growth and Care Committee

And while we’re at it, let’s

BUILD A CITY OF DIAPERS

Local community agencies have identified this as a critical need for the

clients they serve. Bring boxes of Diapers—cartons of Diapers— a a
packages of Diapers. Let’s fill Wesley Hall with Diaper Towers and Dia-
per Walls and Diaper Bridges. Start stocking up now!!
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Strengthen & Grow

Adult Education for 2018

August 26-October 14 (8 Weeks) 1 a A RN
X [ J
GRS Chiristianity’s Family Tree E
8l by Adam Hamilton
Adam Hamilton presents a welcoming, inspiring vision of eight Christian
denominations and faith traditions. Comparing the Christian family to our own extended

families, he contends that each denomination has a unique, valuable perspective to offer
on the Christian faith. The traditions he examines are Orthodoxy, Catholicism,

(FROM THE PUBLISHER)

October 21-November 25 (7 weeks) TRANSEORMING
EVANGELISM

Transforming Evangelism: The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith
by Henry Knight and Douglas Powe, Jr.

“This the first book to read about the Wesleyan way of evangelism. [ *
Discover the profound and practical process of Wesleyan Evangelism:

relate to others, |

and talk about your ongoing transformation of your life.” |
KwASI KENA

November 25

Advent Wreath Making Party
following Worship and All-Church Lunch.

LIGHT = LIGHTS

e December 2-23 (4 weeks)

Light of Lights: Devotions and Study for Advent

This Advent book invites readers to commit to the practice of daily prayer.

The collection of meditations from The Upper Room daily devotional is arranged
to coordinate with the themes of the four candles on an Advent wreath:

Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.

Meditations are included for Christmas Eve, Christmas Day,
and for the Sunday after Christmas. (FROM THE PUBLISHER)
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JULY

July 1
July 2
July 3
July 4
July 5
July 6
July 8
July 9
July 12
July 14
July 14
July 16
July 21
July 21
July 23
July 23
July 24
July 24
July 24
July 26
July 28
July 29
July 30
July 30
July 31

Jason Mathias
Kevin Fetty
Phyllis Loehman
Dane Hindsley
Owen Kennedy
Lily Bjerkan
Doug Hotchkis
Sean Toohey
Kathy Hansen
Ellie Dunkirk
Larry Muncy
Matthew Van Daff
Kayo Potter
Vinicius Potter
Audrey Goodner
Carrie Van Daff
Jason Gross

Jack Isacson
Barb Nichol
Jacki Bogolia
Carolyn Heiney
Katie Toohey
Jillian Janes
Barbara Knoeppel
Jennifer Conwell

AUGUST

August 2 Scott Howland
August 3 Greg Conradt
August4  James Kless
August4  Jared Rech
August 8 Charles Kung
August 8 Don Meehan
August 8  Diane Mitchell
August 12 Hadley Cross
August 12 Sarah Pinkowski
August 12 Isaac Phipps
August 15 Elizabeth Akre

August 15 Michael Isacson
August 16 Peter Graham
August 16 Lambrina Kless
August 17 CeCe Grisolia
August 17 Matthew Pinkowski
August 17 Tommy Van Daff
August 18 Andrew Ladd
August 19 Adam Bagdasarian
August 19 Emily Kottwitz
August 20 Bryson Dunkirk
August 20 Gunnar Klang
August 20 Laila Klang
August 21 Kim Rudakas
August 23 Maggie Schroeder
August 24 Nicholas Grisolia
August 24 Jan Reese

August 26 Bruce Hook
August 27 Grace Conwell
August 27 Don Michaelis
August 28 Isabella Bjerkan
August 29 Debora Oberling

Anniversaries

July 1:

July 7:

July 12:
July 13:
July 17:
July 19:
July 19:
July 21:
July 21:
July 21:

Shahe & Angela Bagdasarian (18)
Juan & Beth Valdez (18)

Larry & June Muncy (50)

Lindsay & Susan Boyd (22)

Jim & Shannon Schroeder (19)
Jason & Anne Mathias (15)

Kevin & Lisa Wiese (21)

Greg & Ann Gills (44)

John & Shirley Hazelton (61)

Jim & Lisa Rogers (28)

"r
5 Q

-

Gail Upson & Tom Hams (31)
Claudia & Dave Olsen (25)
Chris & Krista Ladd (21)

Debbie & Ted Hatmaker (45)
Carmine & Jennifer Grisolia (26)

: Kelly & Jennifer Conwell (23)
: Jeff & Ellen Rech (23)

: Steve & Amy Strauss (3)

: David & Martha Akre (34)

: Dave & Jane Cooke (22)

: James & Lambrina Kless (7)

Renew your Wedding Vows

Pastor Joe offers renewal of wedding vows
for couples celebrating their
10th, 20th, 30th, 40th and 50th anniversaries,
and every anniversary year after 50.

Contact the Office or Talk to Pastor Joe
if you would like to schedule a renewal.
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Staff Notes

Pastor Joe will be leading Worship and our organist Dick Stultz will be providing accompaniment for a 10:00 am Service
at Lexington Square on Wednesday, July 25. Best wishes to our Director of Music, Doug Peters, who will be getting mar-
ried on Saturday, August 25. Here’s a special note from Doug:

After 3 years of getting to know and love each other, Kayla King and | will be getting married at the Civic Opera

House in downtown Chicago on August 25. | couldn't be happier to marry the love of my life, never mind in a

place that is so special to me. She is the best person | could have ever hoped to spend my days with, and I'm so

happy that | have a supportive church family to see me through to my next stage in life!

A Note from our Organist, Dick Stultz:
MAJOR REPAIR TO THE CHURCH’S RODGERS ORGAN

As | was becoming familiar with the church’s Rodgers Model 905 organ, | began to notice some sounds that sounded very “buzzy”,
and other sounds that should have been heard in the pedal division that did not sound at all. We contacted the local Rodgers
representative (who happens to be here in ElImhurst!), and their technical representative did a thorough analysis of the amplifiers
and speakers. It turned out that the 4-channel amplifier that creates the pedal (or bass) sounds of the organ had 3 dead channels,
so only a few of the bass notes actually sounded. In addition, he found many speakers with tears in the cones, which explained the
buzzing sound on some stops of the organ.

Since the organ is 23 years old, Rodgers recommended installing a new, 4-channel pedal amplifier, and replacing all of the mid-
range and bass speakers, a total of 14 speakers in all. An Endowment Grant was submitted to cover the cost of these repairs. The
grant was approved and the work was carried out in April. | hope you have noticed that the bass notes of the organ are very rich
and full now, and the mid-range of the organ is very strong. If you would like me to play the renewed sounds of the instrument,
please come up to the organ after a service and | will demonstrate them for you.

‘Staff Directory \

General Office: (630) 834-2440

Recent Concerns ~ Isabel Shick; the Family & Friends of Carol Finan; Al White

(friend of Kelley Hook); John Hazelton; Pam Miller (niece of Janet Soltys); the Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101
Family and Friends of Bev Blast (friend of Kathy Jerabek); Barbara Keeler mobile: 630-997-6632
(mother of Lisa Rogers); Dana & Rick Garlick (friends of Janet & Ted Soltys); Becky joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org

Gianopoulos (sister of Carolyn Heiney); Shirley Hazelton; Kay A, Michael, Chris
Ladd; Alex Hamilton; Ray Lynn (friend of Jamie Falconer); James Herhold (Jeannie =~ Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator
Herhold’s husband); Dan Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s brother-in-law); Ron Stasell admin@umcelmhurst.org ext 100
(cousin of Sandy Bodie & Jack Tucker); Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ father);
Matt Johnson; Rachael (daughter of Kathy Hansen’s friend); Darlene Gee; Tony
Sekera (Curlie Engdahl’s son-in-law); Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’

daughter). Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries
Ongoing Prayers ~ Doug Hotchkis; Russell and Karen Whiles (Susan Boyd’s jirogers204@comcast.net ext 103
cogsm and his W/fe’); Sophla Zematls_(age 4, friend of t{'le Grisolias); T_erse Stgmos Richard Stultz, Organist

(Richard Norgaard'’s sister); Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ mother); Cherie Kupcik e NG R T

(Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of June Muncy); Tom Mitchell (sonof ]

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry
douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com

Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & Anthony McElligott; Juanita Daniels (Steve Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services
Strauss’ mother); Marge Farrell (Ed Locke's aunt); Pat Lind; Eric McMillian (son-in- Jordan Daily Money Management
law of Darlene Van Meir); Erv and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; Janet H. (friend of jennifer@jordan-dmm.com

Marlene Stratton); Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie Engdahl; . '
the homebound; the military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in nursing Mike Capra, Custodial Services
homes; and caregivers. Capra Janitorial Services
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CHILDREN SUNDAY

8:15 Adult Sunday School

9:30 Worship
10:30 Confirmation Teach-
ers Meeting
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r / l/,/ Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
o L% L WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY
| Silent Medltation Bulletin
in Sanctuary announcements
10-10:20am deadline:
12 noon each 12 Step Group
Wednesday 7:30pm
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
. Clothing Center
9:30 Worship OPEN 9-11am
Holy Communion 79 pm
ShopwithScrip forms avail-
able
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:15 Adult Sunday School Staff Meeting
9:30 Worship 10:30
ShopwithScrip due
Begin Garden Week:
July 8-14 Church Council
7pm PAC 7pm Youth Mission Trip to| Oshkosh W
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
. Clothing Center
8:15 Adult Sunday School OPEN 9-11am
9:30 Worship
ShopwithScrip pickup i UMW Event at Gary
;N eeding Party UMC in Wheaton
pm Worshio T 8am-4pm
Mission Trip returns Staff/Parish 7 orship feam
7pm pm
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
8:15 Adult Sunday School Staff Meeting
9:30 Worship 10:30
10:45 Call to Action
29 UNITED VOICES FOR | 30 31

Ad%ﬁgg
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY WEEKLY
Fellowship in Wesley Hall Silent Meditation Bulletin
follows Worship in Sanctuary announcements
each Suday 10-10:20am deadline:
12 noon each 12 Step Group
Wednesday 7:30pm
1 2 3 4
Clothing Center
OPEN All Youth Mission Trip|to Williams Bay WI
9-11am, 7-9pm
5 6 7 8 9 10 "
9:30 Worship
Holy Communion
ShopwithScrip signup
Begin Garden Week:
August 5-11
Mission Trip returns P4C
7pm
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
9:30 Worship Staff Meeting Deadline for Clothing Center
ShopwithScrip due 10:30 September VISITOR OPEN 9-11am
Begin Garden Week:
June 10-16
Weeding Party Church Council Worship Team Choir Rehearsal
7pm 7pm 7pm 7pm
19 GRACE GATHERING | 20 21 22 23 24 25
ALL CHURCH KICK-OFF in Women'’s Retreat in Green Lake WI
WESLEY HALL 9:15-10:15
BREAKFAST BUFFET gonl; 00233 FLOVE
Activities for All Ages y P .
8:30 am-1:00 pm
Worship is 10:30 am
26 27 28 29 30 31 SEPTEMBER 1
Church School 9:15-10:15
10:30 Worship Staff Meeting
Acolyte Training 11:30 10:30
Youth Groups 4:00—7:00
Women's Retreat ends Weeding Party
7pm




& The Clothing Center at First Church is open to clients three
F l R S T times a month on the 1st Thursday of the month from 9-11am

UNITED METHODIST and 7-9pm, and on the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9-11am.
C H U R C H DONATIONS of clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other
OF ELMHURST household goods may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-
Friday at the main north door. Tax receipts are available at the
Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor drop-off area. Volunteers are always welcome.
232 South Yo(rIgSSOt)r%%t‘,l_ilngurst IL 60126 ¢ Our Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school
and high school youth, provides a free breakfast to the Clothing
First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst Center Clients on the 3rd Saturday of every month from Oct-Apr.
is a caring Christian community.
We are a progressive congregation; Summer Sunday Worship Service
embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a Continues at 9:30 am through August 12
a faithful search for a closer relationship with God.
We seek opportunities to G\W/\)

WORSHIP, LEARN, CONNECT, AND SERVE
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.
As such, we affirm diversity
and welcome all children of God
into full participation in the life and ministries of our
church regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual ori-

entation, socioeconomic status, race or marital status. SUNDAY WORSHIP returns to 10:30 AM

SUNDAY, AUGUST 19

Regular Church School for children, youth, and adults

The Visitor Newsletter is published monthy. resumes weekly on Sunday mornings at 9:15 am on August 26.

Submissions are due to the church office by the 15th of each month
Email: admin@umcelmhurst.org.

st
United Methodist

(Church

of Elmhurst

232 South York Street
Elmhurst IL 60126
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference.

Snail Mail?? Email?? Unsubscribe??
Contact Sharon at (630) 834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org
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