
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 
 

Peace and grace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Several years ago, First United Methodist Church decided to affirm all persons regardless of 

their gender identity and sexual orientation.  Since that time, the language and understanding 

of gender identity and sexual orientation have continued to evolve.  I would like to take this 

space to briefly flesh out those evolutions. 
 

October is LGBTQ History Month so I thought this would be a good time to discuss. Why 

October you ask?  On October 11, 1987, a half million people participated in a march in 

Washington D.C. for Gay and Lesbian rights.  This march resulted in the founding of many 

LGBTQ organizations.  Not only did this lead to a LGBTQ History Month, but also to a 

National Coming Out Day on October 11 every year.  National Coming Out Day encourages 

people to affirm their identities as lesbian (L), gay (G), bisexual (B), transgender (T) or queer 

(Q).  It also encourages non LGBTQ persons to come out as allies (A) of LGBTQ persons. 
 

All of these identities are important and the temptation is to find a shorthand reference 

especially for those of us who use language to communicate.  Briefly, here are definitions 

courtesy of the Human Rights Campaign: 
 

Lesbian | A woman who is emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to other 

women. 
 

Gay | A person who is emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to members of 

the same gender. 
 

Bisexual | A person emotionally, romantically or sexually attracted to more than one 

sex, gender or gender identity though not necessarily simultaneously, in the same 

way or to the same degree. 
 

Transgender | An umbrella term for people whose gender identity and/or expression 

is different from cultural expectations based on the sex they were assigned at birth. 

Being transgender does not imply any specific sexual orientation. Therefore, 

transgender people may identify as straight, gay, lesbian, bisexual, etc. 
 

Queer | A term people often use to express fluid identities and orientations. Often 

used interchangeably with "LGBTQ." 
 

There are other identities, but I wanted to share these as they are the most frequent for those 

who express non-hetero normativity.  I hope these help First Church live into our desire to 

affirm all people  

 

Christ’s Servant. 

 

 

The Reverend Joseph A. Johnson 
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Open minds.  
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Refugees arrive with hardly anything.   

And a Chicago Winter is almost upon us.   

Let's give them a Warm Welcome. 

Winter Warmth Drive  
Refugees come in all shapes and sizes. 

New & gently used  outerwear (infant through adult) 

will be collected by First Church through October 14. 

Boots ~ Winter Coats ~ Hats ~ Gloves ~ 

Mittens ~ Winter Socks  
All will be gladly accepted. 

 

Please bring items to the marked bins in Wesley Hall from September 30 - October 14. 
Winter ware will be delivered to Refugee One in Chicago on October 20. 

For more information please go to: 

 http://www.refugeeone.org/uploads/1/2/8/1/12814267/ro_donations_october2018_p1a.pdf 

Social Justice  

REMINDER: MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL OCTOBER 5 
 

All are welcome to join a group from FUMC who will attend the October prayer vigil  

held by the Interfaith Community for Detained Immigrants (ICDI).   

 Meet in the FUMC parking lot at 6:30 am on Friday, October 5  

 Carpool to Broadview Immigration Processing Center ~  

        1930 Beach Street in Broadview, IL   

 Or meet us there at 7:15 am. 
 

According to ICDI, every Friday morning at 7:15 am, people of faith join together in a prayer vigil at Broadview to provide public 

witness to the injustices of our immigration system.  An interfaith prayer service is held on the first Friday of every month 
 

For more info: https://www.icdichicago.org/ 

SAVE THE DATE:  NOVEMBER 10 
 

 

 

Join the NIC General Conference Delegation 

to talk about the One Church Plan  

and the future of The United Methodist Church. 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at 9:00 am 

Elgin District Meeting 

 Barrington UMC, 98 Algonquin Rd., Barrington, IL 
 

Interested in attending ? Please contact the Church Office. 

Teaching Gun Safety to Children 

NEW PARENT GROUP EVENT on OCTOBER 21 

9:15-10:15 am in Church Library, Room 101 
 

All are welcome to  join  parents 

of our Confirmands  

and Church School children for 

this discussion group led by 

Moms Demand Action. 

 

This will be the first of monthly discussions for parents 

& grandparents and those who work with children. 
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Youth Group being BOLD 

Our Youth know what it means to be BOLD. They are committed to Being Open Loving Disciples.  

And here they are at their Cookout for a Cause on September 23.  
 

Thanks to their hard work and the support of their families and the congregation, 

they raised $709 toward their $1200 goal for Bridge Communities. 

Youth Group thanks all who participated with special shout outs to Pastor Joe for the use of his grill; 

Jim Rogers for manning the grill; and Colleen Sherburne for her homemade baked beans.  
 

PLEASE CHECK THE CALENDAR FOR OTHER YOUTH GROUP ACTIVITIES IN OCTOBER. 
 

Next-up is Sleep Out Saturday on November 3 & 4 
First Church Youth will again host this overnight event on our church lawn to support Bridge Communities  

On  this date, we will be joining  more than 1,500 teens, children and adults who will spend the night 

sleeping outside in tents, cars or cardboard boxes, to raise awareness about homelessness in our community. 
 

PLEASE JOIN US as a SLEEPER or a SPONSOR 

or BOTH!  
All proceeds will go to Bridge Communities' Transitional Housing Program.  

 

For more information about the event or to make a donation 

visit the Youth Group Sleep Out Saturday webpage at  

https://www.bridgecommunities.org/group81 

 

. 

 

 

https://www.bridgecommunities.org/Who-we-are/Transitional-Housing-Program-Partners.html
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Fall Stewardship Campaign  
You’re probably used to hearing people in church talk about giving. But when was the last time 

in church that you talked about earning or saving? Is it unchristian to earn money? Is it wrong 

to save for ourselves and our families?  
 

John Wesley didn’t think so. Wesley, the Christian evangelist and founder of the Methodist 

movement, gave a remarkable sermon called “The Use of Money.” In it, he said that the im-

portant thing isn’t money itself but how we use it. Wesley’s surprising advice still rings true to-

day: earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can. 
 

During the month of October, our church will experience an exciting new stewardship pro-

gram, Earn. Save. Give.: Wesley’s Simple Rules for Money, developed by popular author and 

pastor James A. Harnish. The program centers around a book and DVD, in which Harnish de-

scribes Wesley’s surprising advice and introduces us each week to faithful Christians who, like 

all of us, struggle with money.  

This year you are invited to sign up to attend a home gathering (late October through early 

November) by signing up either on Sunday or by calling the church office for a sign up.  In the 

home gatherings, refreshments will be served, a short program will be presented and you will 

be invited to make your 2019 pledge.  Don’t worry if you are unable to attend, you will be sent 

a pledge card. 
 

The Fall Stewardship Campaign will end with a Celebration on November 11   

Look for the sign ups and sign up. 
 

Sermon Schedule for the Earn. Save. Give.  Series 
   October 7 Earn All You Can.  Luke 12:13-21 

   October 14 Save All You Can.   Matthew 25:14-30 

   October 21 Give All You Can.   Luke 19:1-10 
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Treasures on the Lower Level  

Room 101 

First Church Library             

OCTOBER BOOK DISCUSSION IN ROOM 101 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, OCTOBER 21, 4:00 PM 
 

Exciting & Educational 

Joint Program 

With GreenMan Theatre  

& Your First Church Library 

See the Play   

    Read the Book 
      Share your Thoughts on Both 

 
 

Discussion led by Ruth Zervas  
with David Soria, Artistic Director of Green Man Theatre  

THREE WEEKENDS ONLY to OCTOBER 14 
 

Get Your Tickets NOW at https://ticketpeak.com/res/GMTT 

 Fridays & Saturdays at 7:30; Sunday Matinees at 2:00 

 

This powerful drama The Diary of Anne Frank  is newly adapted by 
Wendy Kesselman from the play by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett.  And directed by David Soria.   
 
The play, of course, is based on Anne Frank’s remarkable Diary of a 
Young Girl that was discovered in a Dutch attic following WWII. It 
tells the true story of two Jewish families in Amsterdam, hiding from 
the Nazis during World War Two.  
 
 

 

Also at GreenMan 

on 

October 19 & 20 at 7:30 pm 
 

Spooky Stories  
and  

Songs of the Season 
 

        $5 Admission 
 

This engaging seasonal program 

is appropriate  

for a general audience of adults  

and children over the age of 7. 

Family Entertainment downstairs 

on the Lower Level..  

“No one has ever become 

poor by giving.”  

― Anne Frank,  from Diary of Anne Frank, the play 



 

 

Connecting & Serving 
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MORE WAYS TO   

SHARE & SERVE 
 

 

WE BUILT A CITY OF DIAPERS 
First Church hosted a community diaper drive in August and September.  The Member, Growth and Care  

Committee had been alerted that community agencies serving needy families had very low supplies of diapers and 

diaper wipes.  The call went out and YOU ANSWERED!  Local businesses were invited to participate and church  

members and friends began contributing to the City Of Diapers being built in Wesley Hall.  The City of Diapers was 

completed on Sunday, September 16, at the Welcome Sundae fellowship time.  Over 100 cases of supplies have been 

delivered to these agencies:  People’s Resource Center (Wheaton and Westmont), Family Shelter Services of DuPage, 

Elmhurst Walk-In Assistance Network and our own Clothing Center.  Thank you to ALL who generously  

contributed.  Please keep the families receiving our blessings in your prayers! 

Clothing Center Give Sanctuary Flowers 

HANG WITH US! 

Heaven on Earth Garden 
 

OCTOBER 7-13 

Is our week to work! 

Host a Fellowship Hour.   

Call Church Office to find available dates 
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Strengthen & Grow 

Adult Study for the Fall ~Continuing through October 14                        
 

Christianity’s Family Tree  by Adam Hamilton 

Discussions led by Reverend Ron Graham at 9:15 in the Aldersgate Room 
 

 

Comparing the Christian family to our own extended families, he contends that each denomination 

has a unique and  valuable perspective to offer on the Christian faith. For each group, Hamilton gives 

a brief history, outlines major beliefs, and describes some things we can learn from that tradition to 

strengthen our own Christian faith.  

 

New Series Begins October 21 

Transforming Evangelism: 
The Wesleyan Way of Sharing Faith 

by Henry Knight and Douglas Powe, Jr. 
 

According to Kwasi Kena,  

this “Is the first book to read about the Wesleyan way of evangelism.   

Discover the profound and practical process of Wesleyan Evangelism:  

Love of God and neighbor, relate to others,  

and talk about your ongoing transformation of your life.”  

This is  a 7 week Adult Education Series  through November 18. 

 

Meet at 9:15 Sunday Mornings in the Aldersgate Room. 

In the United Methodist Church, the CHARGE  

CONFERENCE is the basic governing body of each local 

church and is composed of all members of the Council. 

Our Council members and committee chairs will be 

completing and submitting annual reports by or before  

OCTOBER 30. 
 

The CHURCH CONFERENCE invites broader 

participation of the members of the Congregation beyond 

just the Council members.  In other words, ALL 

MEMBERS of FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH OF ELMHURST are asked to attend and are 

extended voting privileges. 
 

Put this Date on your November Calendar NOW! 

SAVE DATE! 

 

NOVEMBER 13, 7:00 pm 

 

Our FIRST CHURCH  

CHURCH CONFERENCE 
 



 

 

Anniversaries 
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Oct 1 Kate Ratliff                     

Oct 2 Shannon Hansen             

Oct 2 Pam Locke                  

Oct 3 Daniel Graham              

Oct 3 Maylynn Strauss           

Oct 4 Martha Eaton          

Oct 5 Jane Cooke               

Oct 6 Jim Bjerkan                   

Oct 6 Emily Locke                   

Oct 7 Emma Jordan-Wood   

Oct 10 Danelle Achepohl        

Oct 10 Debbie Hatmaker    

Oct 10 Anne Mathias         

Oct 11 Jack Meehan            

Oct 11 Callahan Meyer              

Oct 11 Anabella Potter             

Oct 11 Matteus Potter               

Oct 12 Peggy Tschetter       

Oct 13 Deborah Meyer                 

Oct 14 Debra Eaton                             

Oct 16 Maria Provancal               

Oct 17 Ellen Rech              

Oct 17 Grace Stumpf                

Oct 17 Kate Stumpf                 

Oct 18 Stephanie McCullough 

Oct 20 Alex Hamilton                   

Oct 20 Mallory Janes                   

Oct 20 Tyler Janes                            

Oct 20 Loueen Snow-Csolkovits                                               

Oct 22 Kelley Hook              

Oct 22 Jane Stinson                 

Oct 23 Kate Mathias          

Oct 23 Becca Rogers               

Oct 24 Grace Achepohl          

Oct 26 Steven Hams              

Oct 26 Cristian Locke              

Oct 26 Shannon Schroeder   

Oct 27 Stephen Squier             

Oct 27 Jim Wall                           

Oct 28 Matthew Hansen                      

Oct 28 Kim Jannusch              

Oct 30 Addison Conradt  

Oct 31 Larry Gilmore 

October 1  

Pam & Ed Locke  ~ 30 Years 
 

October 3 

Tom & Joleen Dimond ~ 36 Years 

 

October 4  

Fred & Janet Hodge ~ 60 Years   

                

October 10   

Scott & Michelle Kennedy ~ 26 Years   

                

October 18 

Joel and Clare Toledo ~ 10 Years 
 

October 19 

David and Carrie Van Daff ~ 16 Years 

    

October 23 

Jim & Cheri Bjerkan  ~ 47 Years 

              

October 29    

Mitch Denning & Felice Foundos ~ 24 Years 

Birthdays 

Recent Concerns ~ Eddie Cooke, Jim Morris 

(stepfather of Chris Squier); Christina Houser 
(fiancée of June Muncy’s son); Isabel Shick; 

Family & Friends of Carol Finan; Al White 
(friend of Kelley Hook); Pam Miller (niece of Janet Soltys); Barbara Keeler(mother of 
Lisa Rogers); Dana & Rick Garlick (friends of Janet & Ted Soltys);  Kay Michael; 

Chris Ladd; Alex Hamilton; Ray Lynn (friend of Jamie Falconer); James Herhold 
(Jeannie Herhold’s husband);  Dan Herhold (Jeannie Herhold’s brother-in-law);   
Doug Peters, Sr. (Doug Peters’ father);  Matt Johnson;  Rachael (daughter of Kathy 
Hansen’s friend);  Darlene Gee; Tony Sekera (Curlie Engdahl’s son-in-law); 
Madeleine Rodriguez (Amy Strauss’ daughter).      

Ongoing Prayers ~ Shirley Hazelton; John Hazelton; Russell and Karen Whiles 

(Susan Boyd’s cousin and his wife); Sophia Zematis (age 4, friend of the Grisolias); 
Terse Stamos (Richard Norgaard’s sister); Mary Gaier (Lola Hotchkis’ mother); 
Cherie Kupcik (Sandy Terrell’s niece); Doree Kaforski (friend of June Muncy); Tom 

Mitchell (son of Diane Mitchell); Kathleen Gallagher & Anthony McElligott; Juanita 
Daniels (Steve Strauss’ mother);  Marge Farrell (Ed Locke's aunt);  Pat Lind; Eric 

McMillian (son-in-law of Darlene Van Meir); Erv and Marge Blasius; Philip Williams; 

Janet H. (friend of Marlene Stratton); Margie Finley (Audrey Klang’s mother); Curlie 
Engdahl; those struggling with anxiety and depression; the homebound; the 

military; those who are homeless or in shelters; those in nursing homes; and 
caregivers.  

Prayer List  
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General Office: (630) 834-2440 
 

Rev. Joseph  A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101  

 mobile: 630-991-6632  

 joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org  
 

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator  

 admin@umcelmhurst.org  ext 100 
 

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry 

 douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries  

 jlrogers204@comcast.net   ext 103  
 

Richard Stultz, Organist 

 dckens1120@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services 

 Jordan Daily Money Management  

 jennifer@jordan-dmm.com 
 

Mike Capra, Custodial Services 

 Capra Janitorial Services 

Staff Directory 
Council Leadership 

 

Heartfelt thanks to Jason Janes for his leadership and service as Chair of the 

Church Council for the past 3 years. Prior to that he served as Finance Chair.  

We look forward to his continued presence and active support within the  

congregation. 
 

And a warm welcome to Sandra Bodie who has assumed her new position as 

Chair with vim and vigor. The VISITOR asked Sandy to tell us a little about 

herself.  A graduate of North Central College, she is a retired reading  

specialist for K-5th grades.  Here at First Church she has served as the  

Stewardship Chair for the last 2 years and is an avid volunteer in the Clothing 

Center. 

 

A Note from Sandra Bodie 

I joined First Church in support and in company with my elderly mother who 

had moved to Elmhurst, Lexington Square, from our downstate home town of 

Streator, IL.  After her passing, I stayed on with the church because of the 

many people I came to know over the years.  I liked being here at First United 

Methodist Church of Elmhurst for spiritual renewal through worship and  

service. 
 

As Council Chair, I hope that First Church can be a catalyst of change to meet 

the challenges of the 21st Century, to expand the community of God, and self, 

through innovative connections and outreach to others. 

Windows Restoration Project is Beginning 
The windows in the Sanctuary were installed nearly 60 years ago.  Over the years, they have been painted 
and repainted, but now is the time for comprehensive restoration. Thanks to the success of the First Church 
Capital Campaign, we can give these windows a much needed facelift — including stripping, repairs, new 
putty, and new paint. 

While the outside storm windows outside will remain in place during the project, the four south-facing win-
dows will be removed in early October and taken to an off-site windows workshop.  We expect the windows 
to be completed and reinstalled by mid-November. 

In the meantime, please pardon the appearance  of the Sanctuary while the restoration project is underway.  

Thanks from Robert Potter and the Trustees Committee 

mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com
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Sunday, October 28, 11:30am – 1:00pm 
 

COME for LUNCH in WESLEY HALL 
Sandwiches, Chips, Veggies, Yummy Fall-Themed Dessert 

 

Cost:  $5/Each or $20/Family 
 

Bring:  Lots of Nickels, Dimes, and Quarters 

 

Empty Your Piggy Banks or Scrape Up Your Spare Change 

for  

TRICK-or-TREAT 
 

The Children of First Church will be Trick-or-Treating to help Detained Immigrant Children 
 

Money collected will be donated to the  

  
 

Halloween Attire is Enthusiastically Encouraged!! 
 

All-Church Event 



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY  
 

9:00   Choir Rehearsal 
9:15   Church School for 
Adults, Children & Youth 
10:30  Worship 
11:30  Handbells  
Fellowship in Wesley Hall 
follows Worship  

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 

Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 
Men of Spirito! 
7:00pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
announcements 

deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 
 

12 Step Group 
7:30pm 

        

WEEKLY 
 
 

WEEKLY 
 

September 30 
 
 
 
Dinner & the Arts at 
GreenMan for Diary of 
Anne Frank 2:00 pm 

1 5 
Interfaith Prayer 
Vigil for ICP 
6:30am 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 7:30 

6 
 
 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 7:30 

2 
 
 
Film Group 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 

3 4 

Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 

7 

World Communion Sunday 
ShopwithScrip signup 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 2:00 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

9 
Staff Meeting  
10:30 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

10 
 
 
 
 
P4C 7pm 
 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 7:30 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 7:30 

14 
HS Breakfast Out 
 
Youth Group Fall Outing 
to Jonamac Orchard 
11:30am-6pm 
 
Diary of Anne Frank 
GreenMan 2:00 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff-Parish 
7 PM 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
7PM 

18 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spooky Stories 
GreenMan 7:30 

20   
Youth Breakfast  
Ministry 8:30 am  
 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
 
Spooky Stories 
GreenMan 7:30 

21 
Parent Group 9:15-10:15 
 

LIBRARY DISCUSSION 
on Anne Frank 4:00 
Including Youth 
 
Youth Group  5-6:00pm 
HS Devo 6-7:00pm 

22 
November  
Newsletter 
Deadline 

23 
 
Staff Outing 
11:30am—3:30pm 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Naomi Circle 7:30 

25 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28  

 FALL FEST 

All-Church Lunch  + Trick 

or Treat 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cub Scouts 6:30 

31 Nov 1 

Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 

2 

 

3 
 
SLEEP OUT  
SATURDAY 
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FUMC Heaven on Earth Garden Week  October 7-13 



 

 

 The Clothing Center  at First Church is open to clients three 
times a month on the 1st Thursday of the month from 9-11am 
and 7-9pm, and on the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9-11am. 
DONATIONS of clothing, shoes, bedding, books, toys and other 
household goods may be dropped off from 9-5pm Monday-
Friday at the main north door. Tax receipts are available at the 
drop-off area.  Volunteers are always welcome. 

 The Youth Breakfast Ministry, coordinated by our middle school 

and high school youth, provides a free breakfast to the Clothing 

Center Clients on the 3rd Saturday of every month from Oct-Apr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor 
232 South York Street,  Elmhurst IL 60126 

(630) 834-2440   

 

FIRST   
UNITED  METHOD IST 

CH URCH  
OF EL MH URS T  

The Visitor wants to know your Newsletter Mailing Preference. 

Snail Mail??   Email??  Unsubscribe?? 
Contact Sharon at (630) 834-2440 or admin@umcelmhurst.org 

 

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst 

is a caring Christian community. 

We are a progressive congregation; 

embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of a 

a faithful search for a closer relationship with God. 

We seek opportunities to 

WORSHIP, LEARN, CONNECT, AND SERVE 
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.  

As such, we affirm diversity 

and welcome all children of God 

into full participation in the life and ministries of our 

church regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orien-

232 South York Street 

Elmhurst IL 60126 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Visitor Newsletter is published monthly.  

Submissions are due to the church office by the 15th of each month  

Email: admin@umcelmhurst.org.  

mailto:jan.martin@umcelmhurst.org

