
 Then they will hand him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and 

flogged and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.   
Matthew 20:19              

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

Grace and Peace to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Albert Einstein finished his theory of general relativity in 1915.  By the later months of 

1916, he considered how his theory could be applied to the structure of the whole universe.  

When Einstein looked at the cosmological consequences of his theory, he didn’t like what he 

saw.¹  His theory predicted that the cosmos was still expanding.  As brilliant and creative as 

he was, he thought the universe should be unchanging and eternal. 

Reality can be overwhelming.  This fact led Einstein to rewrite his theories to satisfy his 

belief that the cosmos was unchanging and eternal. 

In the Synoptic Gospels, Jesus predicted his death and resurrection three times.  This reality 

was overwhelming to the disciples.  After the first time, Peter objected to it.  The second, the 

disciples were distressed.  The third, they were silent. 

We are overwhelmed by realities in life (death, illness, relationships, etc).  We like Peter 

want to ban it.  Or we are distressed by it.  Or we fall silent. 

Jesus chose none of these options.  Instead, he focused and continued his mission of 

preaching, teaching and healing.  He refused to ban Peter, but instead called him to follow 

him.  Jesus also prayed to God. 

Bishop Job recommends a rubric to gather the day in prayer by: remembering, confessing, 

forgiving, and giving thanks.²  This rubric puts God at the center and helps us see how we 

are part of God’s story, not the other way round..  

Christ’s Servant, 

 
 

 

The Reverend Joseph A. Johnson 
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  Serve & Share  

  Lent & Easter at First Church
                                

 

 

 

 

10:30 am Worship Service 

through May 17 
 

9:30 am Worship  

begins May 24 

 

                 

                                

 

Open hearts.  

Open minds.  

Open doors. 

The  SpringVisitorThe  SpringVisitorThe  SpringVisitor   

First  United Methodist  Church of  Elmhurst  
232 South York Stree t    Elmhurst ,  I l l inois  60126    

Phone:  (630)  834 -2440    Fax:  (630)  834 -4640   www.umcelmhurst .org  

March 2020 

 Pastor’s Letter 

 __________________________________ 

¹ Hooper, Dan; At the Edge of Time; p. 28. 
² Job, Rueben; Three Simple Rules; p.74.  
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Treasures on the Lower Level  

Room 101 

First Church Library             

 

March is Women’s History 
Month and April is Easter. You 
will find books related to these 
themes on the library display 
table just inside room 101. Here 
are a couple that look 
particularly good. If you want to 
read any book on the display 
table, just take it from the table, 
fill out the card in the book, and 
deposit the card in the basket by 
the TV. 

 
 

The Good Women of China: Hidden Voices 
by Xinran. As a journalist and an employee 
for the state radio system, Xinran had long 
wanted to help improve the lives of Chinese 
women. But when she was given clearance 
to host a radio call-in show, she barely 
anticipated the enthusiasm it would quickly 
generate. Operating within the constraints 
imposed by government censors, “Words 
on the Night Breeze” sparked a tremendous 
outpouring. Whether angry or muted, 
posing questions or simply relating 
experiences, these anonymous women 
bore witness to decades of civil strife, and 
of halting attempts at self-understanding in 
a painfully restrictive society. 
 
 

 

Mary, Called Magdalene by Margaret George. 
This book is historical fiction. Biblical references 
to Mary Magdalene are tantalizingly brief, but we 
do know that she was the first person to whom 
the risen Christ appeared – and the one 
commissioned to tell others the good news, 
earning her the ancient honorific, “Apostle to the 
Apostles.” While grounded in biblical scholarship 
and secular research, this book ultimately 
transcends both history and fiction to become a 
“diary of a soul.” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THE HOBBIT 

Book Discussion 

Sunday, March 15 

3:30 pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join Doug Hotchkis for a 

delightful discussion  

of J. R. R. Tolkein’s  

well-loved novel.  

 

“If more of us valued 

food and cheer and 

song above hoarded 

gold, it would be a 

merrier world.”  
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First Church Youth Group  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through scripture, drama, music, and message , our First Church Youth led a wonderful morning of 

worship. Their message was that God is worthy of our love and praise. God tells us, over and over, that we 

are worthy of His love and that, as Christians, it is our job to show others that they are worthy.  Lisa Rogers 

acknowledges her joy in exploring this message with our youth whose hard work made the service special: 

Bella Bjerkan, Eddie Cooke, Elizabeth Cooke, Maggie Ejma, Zoë Ejma, Danny Jannusch, Nathan Lee, 

Emma Rogers, Maya Valdez, Amy Vincent and Claire Vincent. Well done! 

YOUTH BREAKFAST MINISTRY 
 

WANT TO HELP?  Please come join us for our SPRING Breakfasts on one of the following Saturdays:    
March  21 or April 28.  We serve from 8:30 am to 11:00 am. Contact Lisa Rogers to sign up! 
 
 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

Please keep Jackson Clarke, Elizabeth Cooke, Danny Jannusch, Callahan Meyer,  
Emma Rogers and Amy Vincent in your prayers  
as they march toward graduation and wrestle with decisions  
about their futures in the coming months.  
 

 
 

SUMMER MISSION RETREAT & SERVICE TRIP 
The Youth Group Mission Trip is set for June 4-6 at Wesley Woods in 
Williams Bay, WI.  10 youth and 3 adults will be engaging in fun, 
fellowship, team building, and spiritual growth while there.  We will 
also be traveling to Milwaukee to serve at Feeding Milwaukee 
Eastern Wisconsin and The Guest House. There are still a couple of 
spots available, please contact Lisa Rogers if you are interested in 
coming along. 

Rehearsing for the March 1 Youth Service.                                                                        Photo by Lisa Rogers 

You Are Worthy 
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Happy 50th to the Clothing Center 
Most of the congregation knows about the big room in the church basement  

where we have the Clothing Center.    

Back in 1970, Thora Gaillard, a long-time member of First Church,  

and some folks from Immaculate Conception Catholic Church  

had an idea to collect clothes and offer them to the public. 

That’s 50 years ago!   

I wonder if Thora had any idea what impact this idea would ultimately have on people —  

not just within our community, but elsewhere in our nation and even the world.    

Where does it all go? 
 

HERE IN  ELMHURST.  Rain or shine, the first Thursday morning of every  month, you should see how 

many people are lined up outside our church waiting for the Clothing Center to open.  We welcome all who 

need clothes, shoes, coats, household goods  & bedding — toys and books, too.  There are no residency 

requirements for our patrons who come from all walks of life and diverse cultural backgrounds.  [That scene 

is repeated on first Thursday evenings (7-9pm) & third Saturday mornings (9-11am) — every month.]   The 

outreach of our Clothing Center, though, goes way beyond our suburban neighborhood.  It’s awesome! 
 

CLOTHES FOR PEMBROKE. At First UMC, we are familiar with the name, Pembroke. This is the town to 

which we send Christmas gifts from our annual giving tree.  We also provide clothes!  The coordinators of the 

Pembroke food pantry drive up for a car load of clothes about once a year and we also drive clothes down to 

them.    
 

BOOKS FOR SOUTH AFRICA. Ruth Andersen, a member of the Minneapolis Chapter of AAUW writes in 

her letter of thanks to the church:  “I was able to gather 4 boxes  of children’s books for our project in South 

Africa.... The children of South Africa are without books for education in grades preschool through high 

school.  There are also no libraries available to children living outside of the wealthy city neighborhoods and 

no libraries in rural areas of South Africa.”  Our local American Association of University Women chapter 

also benefits from the books we receive.  Marilyn Thompson  helps to transport book for their annual sale — 

the proceeds go to local AAUW Scholarships. 
 

SUITS FOR MEN. We often receive an over abundance of men’s suits and sport coats.  Some of these are 

taken by patrons of the Clothing Center, but many remain.  The last two years we have been donating the 

unwanted items to the Men’s Warehouse Suit Drive.  Men’s Warehouse sends our donated clothes to non-

profit organizations, nationwide, that help men striving for self sufficiency.  It particularly seeks out 

organizations that will help men who are former foster care youth, developmentally disabled, veterans, 

recovering substance abusers, ex-offenders, transitioning homeless, and/or long-term unemployed.   
 

LAYERED CLOTHING FOR THE HOMELESS. For years we have been supplying the people who seek 

shelter at our local  PADS, located at the Elmhurst Presbyterian Church, with coats during the winter 

months. Recently, volunteer Marcie Eldred has helped the coordinator “stock” a closet of layers of clothes for 

these folks to take as needed. 
 

WINTERWARE FOR KIDS. The First United Methodist Church of Bensenville partners with its school 

district and has an annual coat drive and distribution.  We have supported their efforts by passing on some of 

the hats, scarves and gloves that we receive.  They serve hundreds of kids each year! 
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SPECIAL RESPONSES. We have also supported some  Chicago area hospitals by providing clothes for 

those who have no clothes in which to go home.  And we receive references from the Red Cross for clients 

whose homes have burned — the families are able to come here and replace as many items as they can. 
 

SHARING THE LOVE. Our patrons are also on the lookout for ways to share the love!  One patron has taken 

two van loads of clothes to a homeless shelter in Indiana.  Another patron takes warm socks and boots for 

the Salvation Army bell ringers during the holiday season.  
 

LOTS AND LOTS OF DONATIONS. This sounds like an incredible amount of clothes, but the good news is 

that we receive an incredible amount of donations.  Not just clothes, of course, but books and toys and 

housewares. We are open three times a month and have been considering adding an extra day because of the 

over-load.  AND  YET —-someone has to hang, fold and organize it all.   
 

VOLUNTEERS. We have many volunteers from this church as well as from the greater community.  Some 

heard about us and simply wanted to help — and have discovered something useful to do with their time. 

Some are Elmhurst College kids earning hours for their Community & Citizenship classes.. Some are patrons 

turned volunteers. One was dropping off donations and asked if we needed help and has been with us for over 

2 years!  Sometimes, it’s a group of Girl Scouts or even the children from our own Sunday School.  Just a 

month ago, our children spent a Sunday morning in the Clothing Center helping fold and organize clothing 

and learning about families who can’t afford to buy new clothes. 
 

THANKS FOR GIVING. Our patrons are so very grateful for what they receive at the Clothing Center.  One 

elderly lady who lives in subsidized housing says, “All the clothes I have on came from here.  All my dishes 

and pots and pans came from here.  It’s a blessing.”  A mother of 5 young children recently had to move to a 

dangerous neighborhood to find affordable housing because they had been evicted from their home.  “I don’t 

have to buy clothes.  You’ve no idea,”  she says to me.  “This place is a gift from God.”  Some take bags and 

bags of clothes.  Some only take a few items but stick around to tell you their story — just needing someone 

to listen.   
 

YOUTH BREAKFAST MINISTRY. On Saturday mornings, from October through April, after they have 

found some clothes or books or household items, patrons head up to Wesley Hall to be welcomed and fed a 

nourishing breakfast by our First Church Youth.  This past December, over 100 individuals and families were 

treated to a  wonderful holiday celebration including a hot breakfast, piano & instrumental music, festive 

decorations, gifts for the children, and even time with Santa Claus. [Thank you to Youth Director Lisa Rogers, 

our youth and their parents for this continuing ministry.]   The warm and inviting culture of the Clothing 

Center is extended into fellowship with each other and with our young people.    
 

COME HANG WITH US. If you get the chance, come and see the cars that start showing up at 6am on 

Saturday mornings (for the 9am opening).  Come and see the fun chaos of the Clothing Center in action and 

watch someone find a pair of boots with the tag still on or a dress to wear to a school dance.   

Watch a volunteer read a book to a child or help a homeless man find a coat. There’s nothing like it.   

Feel free to take a look. Better yet, feel free to start hanging! 
 

Beth Valdez, Clothing Center Coordinator 

bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net 

Many thanks to David Maki for his original essay.   

Extra thanks to Carolyn Heiney, Beth Valdez, Marcie Eldred, and Darlene Boldebuck for their contributions. 

 . . the giving that keeps on giving 

mailto:bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net
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 Missions  

What a handsome bunch... 

Thanks TEAM HAITI for participating in our all-church event at FMSC on Saturday, February 22. To 
recap, our small but mighty group of 23 helped pack 202 boxes of MannaPack Rice, providing 
43,632 meals, which will feed 120 kids for a year.  Awesome!   

Thank you also to Beth Valdez, Susan Boyd and 
Bruce Hook for doing the heavy lifting in the 
warehouse, and Jane Cooke for labeling many, 
many envelopes. 

Nearly half  our group enjoyed  a Portillo’s dinner & 
fellowship afterwards.  Great fun! 

While giving our time is a great thing, Feed My 
Starving Children does rely heavily on monetary 
donations to fund their cause.  For the meals we 
provided, the cost to produce and ship those meals 
is $10,472.   

PLEASE CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION TO HELP COVER THIS COST.   

FMSC is an efficient charity, meaning over 90% of funds raised go directly back to providing 
meals.  You can make a donation directly to FMSC, via mail or online at https://www.fmsc.org 

Enormous thanks to Dena Vincent for once again organizing this all-church outreach event . 

https://www.fmsc.org/
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WEEKLY  
Choir Rehearsal  9:00am 
Sunday School , 9:15am 
Joyful Noise Singers 
Worship  10:30 am 
Handbells 11:30 am 
Fellowship in Wesley Hall 

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 

Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 
Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
announcements 

deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 
 

12 Step Group 
7:30pm 

WEEKLY 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 

 

1  1st SUNDAY in LENT 
 
YOUTH SERVICE with 
Holy Communion 

 

ShopwithScrip forms 
available 
Endowment Grants DUE 
Burnt Oranges Film 
Event 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm  

3  
Film Group 
 
T/SGG 10:30 am  

4 5 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am,  
7-9pm 

6 
Cookiing for 
PADS 9am 

7 
March 7-8 
PADS WEEKEND 
 
 

8  2nd SUNDAY in LENT 

Youth Breakfast Group 
S/SGG 9:15 am 
 
Salt Creek Pulpit  
Exchange 
 
ShopwithScrip due. 
 

9 10 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
 
P4C 7pm 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
Daisy Girl Scout 
3:30 pm 

13 
 

14 

 

CHURCH  
RETREAT  
9am-noon 

15 3rd SUNDAY IN LENT 
SGG Quarterly Review 
9am 
Mindfulness Group 9:15 
ShopwithScrip pickup 
 

Book Discussion 3:30 
Youth Group 4-6 
HS Devo 6-7 

16 
 

Lay Leadership 
1:30pm 
 

Member Growth & 
Care 7pm 
 

M/SGG 7pm 
 
ELECTION SETUP 

17 
ELECTION DAY 
T/SGG 10:30am 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
7pm 
 
The Tribe 7pm 

19 
 

20 
 
 
 
Girl Scout Troop 
#50956  3:30pm 

21 
Youth Breakfast 
Ministry 8:30-11 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
 

22`4th SUNDAY in LENT  
S/SGG 9:15 am 
 
 

PRETZEL SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
 

23 

 

24 
 
 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
 

Naomi Circle 
7:30pm 

26 

 
27 28 

 

29 5th SUNDAY in LENT  

Offering for 

 

 

 

30 31 

T/SGG 10:30am 

 

ELMHURST SCHOOLS SPRING BREAK 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY 
 
9:00   Choir Rehearsal 
9:15   Sunday School   
10:30  Worship 
11:30  Handbells through 
Easter Sunday. 
 Fellowship in Wesley  Hall 
following Worship 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 
 
Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 
Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 
7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Step  
Fellowship 
7:30pm 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 

   
 
 
 

APRIL 1 

 

2 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am,  
7-9pm 

 

 

3 4 

5  PALM SUNDAY 

With Holy  
Communion 
 
 
Luncheon with Bishop 
Dyck 
ShopwithScrip forms 
 
Youth Group 4-6pm 
HS Devo 7pm 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm  

7 
 
T/SGG 10:30 am  
 
Film Group tba 
 
 
Cub Scout  
Pack 23 Event  
5-9pm 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
 
P4C 7pm 
 

9 10  

GOOD FRIDAY 

 
 
 
 
 
Salt Creek Joint 
Service 7pm 
Wood Dale UMC 
 

11 

12 EASTER SUNDAY 

 
Easter Brunch Buffet 9am 
Easter Egg Hunt 10am 
Easter Vigil 10:15 am 
Festival Worship with Holy 
Communion  
10:30 am 
 
 

13 14 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
7pm 

16 17 18 
 
Youth Breakfast 
Ministry 8:30-11 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 

19 
Mindfulness Group 9:15 
ShopwithScrip pickup 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm  

21 
T/SGG 10:30 am  

22 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
Naomi Circle 
7:30pm 

23 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan Spring 
Show  7:30 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan Spring 
Show  7:30 

26 

S/SGG 9:15 am 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan Spring Show 
2:00 pm 

27 28 
Staff  Outing 

29 
 
 
 
 
The Tribe 7pm 

30  

Savvy Sister Sale  set s up n Wesley Hall :  Sale Dates April 21-25 

Savvy Sister Sale packs up 

CHURCH OFFICE 
CLOSED on Good Friday 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY  
 

9:00   Choir 
Rehearsal  to May 17. 
9:15   Church School  
10:30  Worship ends 
MAY 17  
9:30 Worship  begins 
MAY 24 
Fellowship in Wesley 

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
 
Silent Meditation 
in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 

Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 
7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

 
 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 

12 Step  
Fellowship 
7:30pm 

        
 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 

 1 

 

 

GreenMan Spring 
Show  7:30 

 

2 

 

 

GreenMan Spring Show  
7:30 

3 WORSHIP with Holy  
Communion 
Graduate Recognition 
Sunday 
ShopwithScrip forms  
Youth Group Dinner 
3-6:30pm 
GreenMan Spring 
Show 2:00 pm 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm  

5 UMCGC begins 
 
T/SGG 10:30 am  
 
Film Group tba 

6 7 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am,  
7-9pm 
 
 

8 
 
 
Girl Scout Troop 
#50956  
 
 
GreenMan Spring 
Show  7:30 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GreenMan Spring Show  
7:30 

10  
 
 
 
S/SGG 9:15 am 
ShopwithScrip due. 
 
GreenMan Spring 
Show 2:00 pm 

11 12 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 
 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
 

14 15 UMCGC ends 16 

17 
Last Day of Sunday 
School ~ PICNIC 
 
UMC General 
Conference 2020 
Conversation 
following Worship 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm  

19 
 
T/SGG 10:30 am  

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
7pm 

21 22 23 
 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 

24 
S/SGG 8:15 am 
Youth Prep Memorial 
Day 8:30 am 
9:30 WORSHIP 

25 MEMORIAL 

DAY 

CHURCH OFFICE 

CLOSED 

Memorial Day 

Stand 8-11am 

26 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 

27 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
Naomi Circl 7:30pm 
The Tribe 7pm 

28 29 20 

31  

PENTECOST 
9:30 WORSHIP 

June 1        Last day of Elmhurst Public Schools 
June  4-6   Youth Group Mission Trip  
June 7        Peace with Justice Sunday 
June 7-9     181st UMC/NIC Annual Conference 
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In & Around First Church  

WHO IS PARKING IN OUR PARKING LOT? 

Please be aware that First Church earns revenue by leasing out spaces in our parking lot on weekdays from 6am-6pm. 

Designated spaces are as follows: 

Elmhurst College Spaces in North Parking Lot:  Spaces 1-2, 3-17, 18-35, 46-47. 

ICCP Spaces in West Parking Lot:  Spaces 2-13, 16-27. 
 

IC parents, grandparents, students, parishioners, and sports fans are not authorized to use the 

parking lot at any other times. (Please note that Elmhurst College parkers should have an EC 

sticker on the passenger side of their front window.)  If you are aware of an unauthorized 

parker, please take a photo of the license plate & send it to admin@umcelmhurst.org. or text 

it to Sharon at 773-547-1943.  We will forward to IC.  
  

You will see a new S&S Towing Sign on the South side of our building. Towing charges are 

$216.00.   Should it become necessary, First Church will call for towing services.   
 

FIRST CHURCH WEEKDAY PARKING:  Spaces 36-45, 48-55 in North Lot; Spaces 1-5 in South Lot. 

World Premiere opening downstairs at GreenMan 

The Angle of Mercy 

By Carl Howlett 

Directed by Craig Gustafson 

April 24 – May 10, 2020 

The time is 1947; the place, Hollywood. The big stars have gathered 

for a glitzy party at the home of studio head Frank Staerkel. Frank is 

desperate to get sexy starlet Iilya Wolverton to sign her contract for 

his next big picture, but she has other plans. When dangerous gangster 

and wannabe actor Charlie Leoni takes an interest in appearing in 

Frank’s movie, things take a turn to the hilarious.  

This fast paced, witty comedy pays homage to the George Burns and 

Gracie Allen screwball comedies of the 1930s and 1940s.  

GreenMan is thrilled to present this world premier play to our audiences!  

The Tribe is a Men's Group based out of Elmhurst  committed to 
creating a unique space for men to be challenged and supported in 
living their best lives—through authentic conversations, facilitated 
practices, social activities and community engagement.  Our vision is to 
live in a more harmonious world by deepening connections amongst 
men. 

The Tribe typically meets at First Church on the last Wednesday of the 
month from 7:00-9:00 pm The Aldersgate Room is a perfect space for 
in which to gather and to share in authentic conversations.  First 
Church men who may connect with some of our ideas are invited to join 
us.  You can check out our site @ www.tribemensgroup.org  

http://www.tribemensgroup.org
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Congregation Notes & News 

General Office: (630) 834-2440 
 

Rev. Joseph  A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101  

 mobile: 630-991-6632  

 joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org  
 

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator  

 admin@umcelmhurst.org  ext 100 
 

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry 

 douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries  

 jlrogers204@comcast.net   ext 103  
 

Richard Stultz, Organist 

 dckens1120@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services 

 Jordan Daily Money Management  

 jennifer@jordan-dmm.com 
 

Mike Capra, Custodial Services 

 Capra Janitorial Services 

Staff Directory 

UMC GENERAL CONFERENCE 2020 

Post-Conference Information Session  

Sunday, May 17, 2020 following Worship 
 

Pastor Joe will meet with the congregation to discuss 

the future of the United Methodist Church  

as as well as of the Northern Illinois Conference.  

  

Join him in Wesley Hall following Sunday worship. 

 

Coming up  June 7-9, 2020  

181st NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Renaissance Schaumburg 

Convention Center 

Schaumburg IL  
 

The theme is “Y Church,” grounded in the scripture 1 Peter 3:15b that 

calls us to always be ready to make an account of the hope that is 

within us. Bishop Sally Dyck asks us to reflect on why church matters to 

us and why church still plays an important role in our communities. 

Bishop Dyck hopes these reflections will help us re-focus and stay 

focused on how to live out the mission that Jesus has given us. 

 

Bishop Sally Dyck has designated the Secondary School in Tanzania as the 

recipient of the 2020 Bishop’s Appeal. Churches are encouraged to 

fundraise to help finance the second stage of the school’s 

construction and bring their offering to the Annual Conference in 

June.  Global Missions Missionary and NIC elder Rev. Young Seon (Christina) 

Kim is leading the project,. The goal is to open the school by January of 2021. 

According to UNICEF, 70% of Tanzania Students  (aged 14-17) are not enrolled 

in secondary school .  (This would be equivalent to York High School ‘s 

enrollment of 840 students.)  Low enrollment is primarily due to the 

unaffordability of secondary schools.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your gift will help build a  SECONDARY school for TANZANIAN TEENS. 

Church Office Volunteers 2019-2020 

If you happen to call the Church Office on one of 

these mornings, you’re likely to hear the friendly and 

helpful voice of one of the following volunteers. 
 

Tuesday Morning Christine Mertz 

Wednesday Morning Carol Most 

Thursday Morning David Maki 

Friday Morning       Dorothy Knoeppel 
 

Thank you for sharing your time and your 

individual gifts of service. 

mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com
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Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor 
232 South York Street,  Elmhurst IL 60126 

(630) 834-2440  www.umcelmhurst.org 

 

FIRST  
UNITED METHODIST  

CHURCH 
OF ELMHURST  

 

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst 

is a caring Christian community. 

We are a progressive congregation; 

embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of  

a faithful search for a closer relationship with God. 

We seek opportunities to 

WORSHIP, LEARN, CONNECT, AND SERVE 
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.  

As such, we affirm diversity 

and welcome all children of God 

into full participation in the life and ministries of our church 

regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, race or marital status. 

The Visitor Newsletter is published quarterly.  

Submissions for the Summer Visitor  (June-July-August) will be due May  20.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

April 5, 2020 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 10, 2020 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

April 12, 2020 

Hosannah! 

10:30 am Worship 

palms, songs, & holy communion 

11:30 am Celebratory Luncheon 

 

Guest Preacher & Celebrant 

The Rev. Dr. Sally Dyck, 

Bishop, UMC Northern Illinois 

Conference  

Salt Creek Cluster Service 

Wood Dale Community UMC 

7:00 pm Worship 

 

Guest Preacher 

Rev. Jeffry Bross 

Aurora District Superintendent 

 

209 N. Wood Dale Road  

Wood Dale   IL 60191 

 

Alleluia! 

9:00 am Easter Brunch 

10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt 

10:15 am Easter Vigil Bonfire 

10:30 am Festival Worship   

with communion, choir, & brass  


