
    Full of grace and truth.   
John 1:14 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Advent is a season of calm reflection and waiting.  It is to be a time when the 

church prepares itself for the Second Coming of Christ by looking inwardly and 

evaluating our lives before God.  Culturally, the expectation is one of festivity, 

gift giving and preparing for a new year. 
 

The picture of the eagle with the book in its talons is an early (800 AD) Christian 

representation of St. John the Evangelist.  In the first chapter, St. John described 

Jesus as God’s Incarnate Word that lived among us, full of grace and truth. 

Throughout the Gospel, St. John is telling us stories of how Jesus is full of grace 

and truth. 
 

In the category of grace, we are immediately met with the wedding at Cana in 

Chapter 2.  Jesus gracefully turns water into very good wine.  The Incarnate 

Word’s grace goes well beyond providing wine at a wedding feast.  This Word 

healed on Sabbath, fed five thousand, and raised Lazarus from the dead. 

St. John insisted that the Word was full of truth . . . truth which challenged 

religious hypocrisy, political expediency ,and self-gratification.  This truth was 

brought to all avenues in life in an effort to be the light in the darkness. 
 

The world is in need of grace and truth.  St. John has encouraged the church to 

testify to the Word made flesh in Jesus Christ by exposing the works of darkness 

in the world and in ourselves and by being, speaking, and enacting grace in the 

world that God so loves. 
 

Christ’s Servant, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reverend Joseph A. Johnson 
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Social Justice & More 

WINTER  WARMING  
SATURDAY, JANUARY 18, 2020  10:00 am 

Trailblazing the new United Methodism 
 

Hosted by Community UMC, 20 Center Street in Naperville 
 

The cost is $25 per person ($12 for students) including lunch.   

Childcare will be provided for infants through 10 years old,  

(suggested donation of $10/child.) 

 

FILM EVENT COMING UP IN MARCH 

Sunday, March 1, 3:30-5:30 pm.  
Meet Filmmaker and UIC Art Professor, Silvia Malagrino to Screen her film Burnt Oranges. 

 

Burnt Oranges is an award-winning pioneering 

documentary.  It is the first of its kind – created by a 

woman in exile from her native country, Argentina – 

who returns to re-map thirty years of obscured history. 

Through an innovative interweaving of poetic 

personal narrative and documentary genres, the film 

confronts a painful past as well as affirms the strength 

of human perseverance for human rights and justice. 

 

 

Support Group for Parents of Youth Experiencing Mental Illness 
 

Following a series of meetings last summer to assess and address the needs of parents of 

children and teens with  mental health issues, First Church has established regular bi-

monthly meetings for parents throughout  Elmhurst and neighboring towns.  Thanks to 

the efforts of Chris Squier and Lisa Rogers along with Jane Cooke, this community-wide 

event is free  and open to all.  In 2020, meetings will be held on the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of each month with trained facilitators from NAMI (National Alliance on 

Mental Illness).   The December meetings are on the 11th and the 18th. 

Please pass on to those who are interested..   
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FIRST CHURCH HOSTS JOHN WESLEY INSTITUTE 

Sunday, February 23 - Monday, February 24, 2020 
 Initiated in 1974, the John Wesley Theological Institute is an annual learning event for laity and clergy to engage scholars 

and practitioners in understanding and relating Wesleyan theology to our contemporary context.  

 Cost is $150 ($100 for students), which includes Sunday evening dinner and Monday lunch. Participants are responsible 

for arranging their own accommodations. One CEU credit is available.  Register online or mail completed registration form with 

payment to Rev. Fernando Siaba, Registrar, 303 Grove Unit 605, Berwyn, IL 60402.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Ashley Dreff is Director of 

Women's and Gender Studies and 

Assistant Professor of Religion at 

High Point University in North 

Carolina.   

Her presentation will start with 

John Wesley and 18th c. British 

sexuality, then on to Wesley's 

theology and how American 

Methodists understand Wesley's 

theology, then American concepts 

of sexuality and the Methodist 

responses to them.   

http://www.tinyurl.com/JWTI2020
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Event%20Flyers/JWTI%20Registration%20Form%202020.pdf
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The Season of Creation  

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY.   The children  also began to save their church 
school offerings for the Nature Conservancy.  The mission of 
the Nature Conservancy fits right along with  our 
attention to God’s creation:  
to conserve the land and waters on which all life 
depends.  

 
 

The children presented some of their ideas at Fall Fest on 
October 27 before they went trick-or-treating through 
Wesley Hall to collect coins (and even some dollars) to be 
donated to the Nature Conservancy. Thank you to all who 
donated to this wonderful cause and to these volunteers:  
Jennifer Grisolia, Ruth Zervas, Dena Vincent, David Maki, 
Jim Rogers, Emma Rogers, Elizabeth Cooke, Sandy Bodie 
and Marilyn Thompson  
 
 
 
 

 

PLANT & PANCAKES SUNDAY on SEPTEMBER 15. 
Instead of a Cook-Out, First Church Youth held an all-church Pancake 
Breakfast before Worship to kick-off the fund-raising for their annual Sleep-
Out Saturday Event.  Following Worship, tulips were planted in the church’s 
flower beds to celebrate PLANT SUNDAY in the Season of Creation.  Scores of 
bulbs were donated and planted by members & friends.  
 

To begin the First Church Program Year for 2019-2020, we turned our attention to God’s relationship with all creation 
and our relationship with God through creation.  At our all-church supper & program on September 4, we learned how 
we can praise God by helping to restore our natural habitat right here in Elmhurst — including the endangered 
Blanding’s Turtle.   
 
 

ADOPT A TURTLE.  Since then, our Church School Children have been learning more about our environment and how 
they can be of help. They started out collecting money to adopt a turtle as part of the 
Du Page County Forest Preserve’s Blanding’s Turtle Head Start Program.  In order to 
adopt a turtle and be able to name it, you must raise $100.  Our children donated 
$205.71 and were able to adopt and name two Blanding’s Turtles.  Third grader, Lilly 
Sherman, had a lemonade stand and raised the first $100 all by herself (way to go 
Lilly!) The name she chose for her turtle is “Lucky.”   The class voted to name our 
second turtle “Speedy.”  Our turtles will be housed at either Brookfield Zoo, Cosley 
Zoo, or the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum until they are ready to be released into 
the wild. When we find out where they will be, we will  be sure to let you know. 

 

REDUCE, RECYCLE, RECLAIM, & RE-USE. During the month of October, the children heard from the Lorax about 

speaking for the trees and the earth.  Learning about plastic pollution, they brainstormed ways they and their families 

can tackle this serious problem .  They even prepared a presentation about their ideas for our  October Fall Fest. 

. . . a 
world  

where th
e diver

sity of 
life thr

ives,  

We act t
o conse

rve nat
ure for

 its ow
n sake 

 

and its
 ability

 to fulf
ill our n

eeds an
d enric

h our li
ves.  
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        Sleep Out Saturday 2019 

First Church Youth Group—November 2, 2019 
Raising awareness about the homeless in DuPage County 

Spending a very chilly night (got down 

to below freezing!) on our church lawn 

were: Bella Bjerkan, Eddie Cooke, 

Elizabeth Cooke, Callie Meyer, Emma 

Rogers, Maya Valdez,  

Amy Vincent, Claire Vincent, 

Pete Meyer, Lisa Rogers and 

Beth Valdez.  
 

We thoroughly enjoyed meeting 

Tony and Kelly, recent Bridge 

Communities graduates, and 

hearing their stories: how they 

would not have survived 

without the program and how 

they met at a Bridge class and 

are now engaged to be married. 

They, along with their seven 

children, will move into a Habit 

for Humanity house that Tony 

helped build.  
 

 

 

We are proud to have collected over $1,000 for Bridge Communities to help families like Tony’s and Kelly’s. While it 

was very cold and challenging to sleep out, we are grateful to have had the opportunity to learn about the causes of 

homelessness and to gain empathy for our neighbors who struggle with being able to secure stable housing.  
 

The mission of Bridge Communities is to transition homeless families to self-sufficiency by working with 

partners to provide mentoring, housing, and supportive services.  Visit https://www.bridgecommunities.org/

https://www.bridgecommunities.org/group98


WINTER 2019-2020                                                      The Visitor                                                                Page 6 

 

YOUTH BREAKFAST MINISTRY 
Our first breakfast was on Saturday, October 19. We arrive way 
early so that when guests begin to arrive at 8:30 am — all is 
ready.  We cook and serve pancakes, eggs, toast and sausage. 
We had nearly 60 guests in October! 
 

For the December Breakfast on the 21st, the children of our 
Clothing Center guests will receive gift bags which have been 
decorated and filled by our own Church School children. And 
there will be a visit from St. Nicholas! 

 

WANT TO HELP?  Please come join us for our Winter Breakfasts  
on one of the following Saturdays:  Dec 21, Jan 18, Feb 15. 
Contact Lisa Rogers to sign up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BOCCE BALL at PINSTRIPES 
First Church Youth were given a very special treat! Ted and Jan 
Soltys donated a party for 16 people to play Bocce Ball, —-—three 
appetizers and drinks included—- at Pinstripes in Oak Brook. So, 
instead of our regular youth group meeting on September 29, 13 
youth and five adults spent a fun-filled 
afternoon playing Bocce ball together.   

WE HAD A BLAST! 
Thank you so much, Ted and Jan for your generosity  
and to the Ejma Family for kindly donating the pizza.  
 

SUMMER RETREAT & SERVICE TRIP 
On June 4-7, 2020  Youth Group will be traveling to Wesley Woods  
in Williams Bay, WI.  We will engage in youth-led worship activities, 
team building, outdoor recreation and will do service projects in 
Milwaukee.  The cost of the trip is $200.  All are welcome to join us.  

First Church Youth Group Comings & Goings 
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JANUARY:  Introduction to Christian Ethics   
 

 How should we live our lives?  Christians have wrestled with this 

 question since the beginning of the church.  This series will explore 

  the development of ethics in the church including key thinkers  — 

 Aristotle, Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas,  and Martin Luther —  

 in Western ethical development and will define the goals, duties,  

 and virtues of Christian ethics. 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY:  Our Purpose Is Love ~The Wesleyan Way to Do Church 
 

The General Rules of the Church are:  

1. To do no harm 

2. To do good 

3. To attend to the Ordinances of God 
 

Wesley devised these rules from the double love command of loving 

God and loving neighbor.  David Field presents a Wesleyan vision of 

the church as the embodiment of God’s love in the world and 

explores the implications of this vision for our life together.   
 

As we move toward General Conference 2020, Field’s work will 

ground us in Wesley’s vision for the people called Methodist. 

From the Pulpit 

 COMING UP IN MARCH:   Pretzel Sunday 

 

 Sunday, March 22.   

 Make, Bake and Eat Pretzels.  Don’t miss it.   

SPIRITUAL GROWTH GROUPS PLAN QUARTERLY QUERY 

First Church spiritual growth groups which began last September will be gathering together with Pastor 

Joe for a light breakfast and conversation on Sunday, December 15, at 9:00am.  Questions for discussion 

may include: What does it meant to you to live within the story of creation or to live within the story of 

crisis? All will have the opportunity to share changes they’ve experienced from being part of their learning 

circle.  Groups meet  twice a month: 2nd and 4th Sunday morning at 9:15 am;  1st & 3rd Monday evening at 7:00 pm; 

1st & 3rd Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am. 
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Treasures on the Lower Level  

Room 101 

First Church Library             

The Grand Re-Opening of our Library on September 8 was filled with food, 

fellowship, and many compliments about the restoration. Thank you to all who 

participated and congratulations to Debbie Hatmaker and Elsie Phipps who 

received Barnes & Noble gift cards for being the first to check out books. 
 

Our thought-provoking discussion on November 17 addressed Bryan 
Stevenson’s story of justice and reception in Just Mercy. It’s not too late to 
read this important book. A movie based on the book will be released in early 
January. NOTE:  Be sure to read the book first — it’s always better! 
 

The Library’s next discussion is coming up in March. Doug Hotchkis will lead a 
discussion on The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien.  

 
 

"In a hole in the ground, there 
lived a hobbit."  So begins one of 
the most beloved and delightful 
tales in the English language. Set 
in the imaginary world of Middle-
earth, at once a classic myth and a 
modern fairy tale, The Hobbit is 
one of literature's most enduring 
and well-loved novels. Although it 
is sometimes referred to as a 
prelude to Tolkien’s epic trilogy, 
The Lord of the Rings, it is an 
important tale that can stand 
alone.  

 
 

If you have never read this book, it is time you did.  
If you have read The Hobbit, it was probably many years ago  
and now is the time to read it again. 
 

Discussion date:  Sunday, March 15   
Time:    3:30 PM 
Place:    First Church Library room 101 
 

Book availability: The Elmhurst Public Library has several copies in the “Kid’s Section“  
call number “J Fic Tolkien.” If you can’t find it, ask a reference librarian for help.  

VISIT OUR CHURCH LIBRARY.   

THERE ARE BOOKS YOU JUST MIGHT WANT TO READ! 
  

The Presidential Primaries are coming up in March —

what’s your vision for faith & politics?   

“Jim Wallis is compelling, provocative, and inspirational — with the kind 

of faith that can move mountains and can certainly move people & 

communities.”   ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU. 

 

 A movie of Bonhoeffer’s life is coming soon —check this out! 

As Hitler & the Nazis seduced a nation, bullied a 

continent, and attempted to exterminate the Jews 

of Europe, a small number of dissidents & 

saboteurs worked to dismantle the Third Reich from the inside.  

One of these was Bonhoeffer — Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, Spy. 

A Hobbit in our midst? 
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Share & Serve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothing Center 

HANG WITH US! HOST A FELLOWSHIP HOUR.   

SIGN UP NOW FOR OUR 

NEXT WEEKEND 

JANUARY 5 & 6 
AND AVOID THE POST-HOLIDAY RUSH 

 

 

 

Volunteers are needed for all shifts from 7:00 pm to 7:00 am.    

If you are available and willing to help, please sign up on the chart in Wesley Hall 

or give Marlene Stratton a call at 630-953-2454. 
 

It would be lovely to make your commitment right away rather than waiting for a phone call. 

You know, if it takes a Village to raise a Child, it takes a Congregation to Help the Homeless! 

Consider helping in this vitally important mission outreach opportunity. 
 

 While the overnight shifts may seem daunting, it’s often a great time to catch up on some reading.   

 Bring your knitting!!  Darn some socks!  Write your Christmas thank-you notes!   And you’ll have 

 started off the New Year with a good deed.  
 

 Again we’ll be at the Jubilee Community Church in Medinah IL  

 to provide a hot meal, a safe place to sleep, a breakfast,  

 and a bag lunch for people who have no home.  

SIGN UP for ALTAR FLOWERS 

In addition to volunteering for PADS, there are many opportunities to share the gifts of 

your time and service.  You can help sort and hang clothes at the Clothing Center 

(contact Beth Valdez at bvaldez1142@sbcglobal.net.) Provide cookies and snacks for 

Sunday Fellowship — just sign up on chart in Wesley Hall.   A wonderful way to share 

your family celebrations is to provide flowers for the Sanctuary on a special Sunday. The 

flower notebook is  on the small altar in Wesley Hall.  BE OF GOOD SERVICE! 
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 Missions  

 

    Thanks to all who supported the BUTTER BRAID BREAD Fundraiser  

      which raised over $300.  Missions will add to this total and contribute  

          $500 to our Elmhurst Food Pantry. 

 
 
 

 

First Church Missions Committee sponsors 

Souper Bowl Soup Sale 
February 3, 2020 
 

Look for details in your January Bulletin Announcements. 
(Wait ‘til you see the super lineup of soups!) 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS TREE 

While colored paper, inexpensive white ribbon, and an old artificial 

tree that is really ready to be recycled, don’t conjure up magical 

images of a wonderful Christmas holiday, somehow each year First 

Church manages to use these most basic articles to miraculously touch 

the congregation, awaken our generosity, and guide us to think of 

others, not ourselves.  Watch for it to happen on December 1 when 

we find that plastic, green tree laden with names of children from 

Iglesia Bethany, El Buen Pastor UMC in Albany Park and the Lord’s 

Lambs Ministry in Pembroke IL. When does the magic begin? It starts 

from the time you take the tag from the tree, and it continues until the 

wrapping paper is piled on the floor, and the children are smiling and 

maybe even dancing.   
 

¶ Select name(s) of children from Iglesia Bethany or Lord’s Lambs Ministry 

¶ As you shop, consider purchasing something warm to wear & something fun to play with. 

¶ Return your wrapped & tagged gift by or before Sunday, December 15. 
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All -Church Outreach  

 

First Church will be staffing the Feed My Starving Children volunteer site in Aurora IL in February. 

45 volunteers from our church will be needed to fully staff the designated time from 2:00 to 4:00 pm.   

Volunteers can range in age from 5 years oldt o older children, youth and adults.    

(NOTE:  K-2nd graders each need to be accompanied by one adult)  

After the packing session, join us back at Portillo’s in Elmhurst (RTE 83) for a casual dinner.   

Friends and extended family are invited too!   

Sign-ups will begin Sunday, January 12 in the Narthex. 
 

Want to learn more about Feed My Starving Children?  Log on to http://www.fmsc.org.  

Mark your calendars now to participate in this meaningful experience 

           & Save the Date:  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2-4:00pm 

A Message from the Elmhurst Walk-in Assistance Network (EWAN): 
We continue to be blessed by an ongoing partnership with your church in providing emergency 

assistance to Elmhurst residents, church members, and school families in need.  Through your 

support, along with the support of other churches, businesses, and caring individuals, our year has 

had a strong start. In the first quarter of 2019, EWAN spent $27,066 on client support services,(twice 

as much as the first quarter of 2018.) EWAN served 213 clients, with 284 services provided (some 

clients needed assistance in multiple ways). The majority of dollars were spend on rent ($7075) and 

utilities ($10,889).  We also helped clients with car repairs, gas vouchers, shoe vouchers, medical 

payments, school snacks, school activity needs, and some extraordinary emergency care.  As the 

gatekeeper for the food pantry at Immaculate Conception, EWAN provided food vouchers 179 times 

this quarter. We are grateful for your support of our ministry.  Sadly, emergencies will always arise, 

and we are here to help.  But we can’t do this without you!   

 

To learn more about EWAN as a client, volunteer, or donor, please visit: www.elmhurstwalkin.org, 

Or visit us Monday-Friday 10 am to noon on the side  

of St. Peter’s United Church of Christ,125 W. Church Street, Elmhurst.  Look for the purple door! 

Put on your 

Best Apron
 .  .  .  

http://www.fmsc.org/
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Congregation Notes & News 

General Office: (630) 834-2440 
 

Rev. Joseph  A. Johnson, Pastor, ext 101  

 mobile: 630-991-6632  

 joseph.johnson@umcelmhurst.org  
 

Sharon Phillips, Church Administrator  

 admin@umcelmhurst.org  ext 100 
 

Doug Peters, Director of Music Ministry 

 douglaspetersbaritone@gmail.com 
 

Lisa Rogers, Dir of Children & Youth Ministries  

 jlrogers204@comcast.net   ext 103  
 

Richard Stultz, Organist 

 dckens1120@aol.com 
 

Jennifer Jordan, Financial Services 

 Jordan Daily Money Management  

 jennifer@jordan-dmm.com 
 

Mike Capra, Custodial Services 

 Capra Janitorial Services 

Staff Directory 

2019 Charge Conference Highlights 
Tuesday, October 29, 2019.  7:00 pm 

The Elgin District Superintendent, Rev. Darneather Murph-Heath, called the Charge Conference to 

order.  After leading us in worship, she read a letter from Bishop Sally Dyck regarding the future of the 

denomination. 

The Northern Illinois Conference shepherding team goals  — that were passed at the 2019 Annual 

Conference  — were shared and discussion encouraged.  The goals are as follows: 

¶ To Grow and Reach New Disciples of Jesus Christ 

¶ To Live Out the Conviction that Racism is Incompatible with Christian Teachings 

¶ To Increase the Number of Highly Vital Congregations 
 

In  addition to the usual business, the Charge Conference elected a Building Study Committee  to: 

¶ Analyze the needs of the church and community 

¶ Project the potential membership with average attendance 

¶ Write up the church’s program of ministry 

¶ Develop accessibility plans including chancel 

The committee will report to the charge conference.  The first meeting is planned for December.  

Committee members include, Jim Rogers, Kristi Phipps, Peter Meyers and Pastor Joe  

PERMANENT ENDOWMENT FUND  

Invest in the Future of  First Church  

by a Bequest to the Church 
 

 How do I make known the fact  

that I  have included First Church  

in my estate planning? 
 

CURRENTLY CONTACT   

FRED HODGE OR LINDSAY BOYD  

Church Office Volunteers for 2019-2020 

If you happen to call the Church Office on one of these mornings, you’re likely to hear 

the friendly and helpful voice of one of the following volunteers. 
 

Tuesday Morning Christine Mertz 

Wednesday Morning Carol Most 

Thursday Morning David Maki 

Friday Morning       Dorothy Knoeppel 
 

Thank you for sharing your time and your individual gifts of service.  

mailto:normalee.barnhart@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:liz.mcdonald@umcelmhurst.org
mailto:jennifer@jordan-dmm.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY 
 
9:00   Choir Rehearsal 
9:15   Church School 
for Adults, Children & 
Youth 
10:30  Worship 
11:30  Handbells  

Fellowship in Wesley  

WEEKLY WEEKLY 
 
Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 
 Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 
7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

 
 

WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

12 Step  
Fellowship 
7:30pm 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 

1 COMMUNION  
1st Sunday  of  Advent 
 

ShopwithScrip forms 
 

Children’s Christmas 
Tree 
 

Youth Group Shop & 
Wrap 11:30-3pm 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm 

3 
 
T/SGG 10:30am 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

5 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 

6 7 

8  
2nd Sunday of Advent 
SGG 9:15 
 

Advent Music  
Sunday  
with Brunch Buffet 
ShopwithScrip forms due. 
 

Youth Group Holiday 
Party 4-6:30pm 

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 

11  
 
 
Building Study 
Committee 7pm 
 

Parent Support  
Group 7-8:30pm 
 

P4C 7pm 

12 
 
 
 
Daisy Girl Scouts 
3:30-4:30 
 

13 14 
Lesley Sharkey  
Piano Recital 10am 
 
Gift Wrap Give 
Back 
11am-6pm 

15 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
SGG Quarterly Query 

 
Mindfulness 9:15 
ShopwithScrip cards pickup 

NO Handbells 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm 

17 
 
T/SGG 10:30am 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30am & Holiday 
Lunch 

18 
 
 
 
Parent Support  
Group 7-8:30pm 
 
The Tribe 7pm 

19 20 21 
ChristmasYouth 
Breakfast Ministry 
8:30-11am 
 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
 

22 
4th Sunday of Advent 
SGG 9:15 
 
NO Handbells 

23 24 CHRISTMAS 
EVE 
 
Family Service 
5pm 
Festival Service 
9pm 

25 CHRISTMAS 
DAY 
 
 

26 
 
Church Office 
CLOSED 

27 
 
Church Office 
Open 9-noon 

28 

29 
 
NO Choir, Handbells, or 
Sunday School 

30 31 NEW YEAR’S 

EVE 
 
Church Office 
CLOSED 

 

 

Elmhurst Music 

Academy Recital 

on Sunday, Dec. 8 

at 1:00 pm 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY 
 
9:00   Choir Rehearsal 
9:15   Church School for 
Adults, Children & Youth 
10:30  Worship 
11:30  Handbells 
 Fellowship in Wesley  Hall 
following Worship 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 
 
Silent Meditation 
 in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 
Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 
7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 
 

12 Step  
Fellowship 
7:30pm 

WEEKLY WEEKLY 

   
 
 
 

January 1 
NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 
Church Office 
CLOSED 
  

 

2 
Church Office 
Open 9-noon 
 

Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 

3 

Church Office  
Open 9-noon 

4 
 
 
 
 
PADS Overnight 
7pmSat-7amSun 

5 EPIPHANY SUNDAY 
COMMUNION  
 
ShopwithScrip signup 
No Handbells or Choir 
 
Youth Group  4-6:00pm 
HS Devo 6-7:00pm 

6  Twelfth Night 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm 

7 
 

T/SGG 10:30am 
 
 
Film Group tba 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support  
Group 7-8:30pm 
 
P4C    7:00pm 

9 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 
HS Breakfast Group 
S/SGG 9:15am 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Team 
7-8:30pm 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
Girl Scouts 50956 
3:30-5:30pm 

18 
Youth Breakfast 
Ministry 8:30-11am 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 9-11am 
 

Winter Warming 
Naperville 
 
 

19 Human Relations Day 
 
Youth Sunday School  
Youth Service Planning 
 

JAZZ SUNDAY 
 
 

 

20  
MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JR. DAY 
Church Office 
CLOSED 
ALL CHURCH EVENT 
SUPPER & SERVICE 
6PM 
M/SGG 7pm 

21 
 
T/SGG 10:30am 

22 
 
 
Parent Support 
Group 7pm 
 
Naomi Circle 
7:30pm 

23 
 
 
 

Daisy Girl Scouts 
3:30-4:30 
 
Pinewood Derby 
Car checkin  6-8 

24 
 
 
 
Pinewood Derby 
3-9pm 

25 
 

26 

 

S/SGG 9:15 

Mindfulness 9:15 
 

Youth Group  4-6:00pm 
HS Devo 6-7:00pm 

 

27 
 

28 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30 

29 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tribe 7pm 

30 

 
31 

 

February 1 
 
 
 

Strauch Art School begins Winter Art Classes ~ January 13 through March 20 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

WEEKLY  
 

9:00   Choir Rehearsal 
9:15   Church School 
for Adults, Children & 
Youth 
10:30  Worship 
11:30  Handbells  
Fellowship in Wesley 
Hall follows Worship  

  WEEKLY 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY 
Silent Meditation 
in Sanctuary 
10-10:20am 
 

Cub Scouts 7pm 
Men of Spirito! 
7pm 

WEEKLY 
 

Bulletin  
deadline:  
12 noon each 
Wednesday 

 
 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 

12 Step  
Fellowship 
7:30pm 

        
 

WEEKLY 
 
 

WEEKLY 
 

 
 

    
 
 

 1 
 
 

 

2 COMMUNION  
 
HS Breakfast Group 
Men of Spirito! sing in 
Worship 
 

Souper Bowl Soup 
Sale  
 

ShopwithScrip forms  
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm 

4 
 
T/SGG 10:30am 
 
 
 
Film Group tba 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Clothing Center  
OPEN 
9-11am, 7-9pm 

7 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
S/SGG 9:15am 
ShopwithScrip forms due. 

Youth Sunday School  
 

Youth Group  4-6 pm 
HS Devo 6-7:00pm 
 

Blue & Gold Dinner & 
Ceremony 5-9pm 
 

10 11 
 
Staff Meeting 
10:30am 
 
 
 
Church Council 
7pm 

12 
 
 
 
 
Parent Support  
Group 7-8:30pm 
 

P4C 7pm 

13 
 
 
 
 

14 Valentineôs Day 
 
 

15 
Youth Breakfast  
Ministry 8:30-11am 
Clothing Center 
OPEN  9-11am 
 
 

16 
 
ShopwithScrip Cards 
pickup 

 
Youth Sunday School  
 
 
 
 

17 Presidents Day 
 
Deadline  for  
SPRING VISITOR 
 
 
 
 
 
M/SGG 7pm 
 

18 
 
T/SGG 10:30am 

19` 
 

 

 

Worship Team 

7pm 

The Tribe 7pm 

20 
 
 
 
Daisy Girl Scouts 
3:30-4:30 

21 
 
 
 

Girl Scouts 50956 
3:30-5:30pm 

22 
 
Feed My Starving 
Children  
ALL-CHURCH EVENT 
 
 
 
Elmhurst Choral  
Cabaret Concert 
7pm 

23 
S/SGG 9:15am 
 

Youth Group 
Youth Service  
Rehearsal 4-7pm 
 

John Wesley  
Theological Institute 
Meeting 5pm 

24 

John Wesley  

Theological  

Institute  

25  Mardi Gras 

Staff Meeting 
10:30am 

26 ASH  
WEDNESDAY 
 

ALL CHURCH 
EVENT:  SUPPER & 
WORSHIP AT 6PM 
 

Parent Support  
Group 7-8:30pm 
 

Naomi Circle 7pm 

27 28 

 

29 Leap Year Day 
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Rev. Joseph A. Johnson, Pastor 
232 South York Street,  Elmhurst IL 60126 

(630) 834-2440  www.umcelmhurst.org 

 

FIRST  
UNITED METHODIST  

CHURCH 
OF ELMHURST  

 

First United Methodist Church of Elmhurst 

is a caring Christian community. 

We are a progressive congregation; 

embracing thinking, exploring and questioning as part of  

a faithful search for a closer relationship with God. 

We seek opportunities to 

WORSHIP, LEARN, CONNECT, AND SERVE 
in ways that put Jesus’ life and teachings into action.  

As such, we affirm diversity 

and welcome all children of God 

into full participation in the life and ministries of our church 

regardless of ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

socioeconomic status, race or marital status. 

The Visitor Newsletter is published quarterly.  

Submissions for the Spring Visitor  (March~April~May) will be due February 17.   

All-Church Events ~ Bring Your Friends & Neighbors 
Mark your Calendars now!  Plan on joining your First United Methodist Church Family for Sunday worship, of 

course, and for mid-week events to share dinner, spirited fun, and special activities appropriate for all ages.  

Bring along your friends & neighbors.   
 

¶ Sunday, December 8, 10:30 am. SEASON OF ADVENT  

 Come for the special Advent Music Worship Service at 10:30am  ~ Organ ~ Strings ~ Choir ~ Bells 

 Stay for a festive holiday Brunch & Fellowship following worship in Wesley Hall. 
 

¶ Tuesday, December 24 ~ CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES  

 5:00 pm  Family Service in Story & Song:  A Crèche for Christmas.   

 Cellist Jean Hatmaker will be joining First Church Children and Youth as we share our gifts of music and 

 dance with the Christmas Storytellers and set up a nativity scene in the Chancel. 

 9:00 pm  Festival Service with Candlelight, Carols, & Communion.  

 Share the beauty of this Holy Night with our First Church Choir and organ. 
 

¶ Monday, January 20, 6 -7:00 pm.  REMEMBERING MARTIN L UTHER KING, JR.   

 Church Supper with music & prayer to focus on anti-racism .  56 years after the Civil Rights Act of 

 1964, we’ll look at what the NAACP is doing in DuPage County now. As an introduction to Civil Rights 

 issues, children will engage in a story-time to hear Ruth & the Green Book .  $7 adults/$5 children 
 

¶ Wednesday, February 20, 6 -7:00 pm.  SEASON OF LENT~ Ash Wednesday Supper & Worship.  

 Gathering in Wesley Hall, we share food & fellowship with music, prayers, and the imposition of 

 ashes.  Special activity packets will be available as we continue our observance of Lent at home. 
 

COMING UP 
¶ Sunday, March 1, 10:30 am.  YOUTH SERVICE 

 First Church youth plan and prepare the entire worship service.   

 Youth instrumentalists and youth choirs will perform. 
 

¶ Friday, April 10, 7:00 pm.  GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE  
 

¶ Sunday, April 12, 9:00 am.  CELEBRATE EASTER ~  Breakfast! Egg Hunt! Bon Fire! Worship! 

Look for event details in the weekly bulletins & email blasts, on our FB page, and on the Website.   

Keep your eye open for other opportunities to be the Church Together. 


